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Билет 1

1. American Civil Rights Movement

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST MINORITIES
Though Americans cherish the their country as a land of wealth and opportunity, many groups of minorities are being discriminated. Discrimination because of color, culture, and age for example, doesn’t allow many Americans to share equal protections and prospects in the society.

In the 1960s Blacks and other minorities became politically active, bringing their protests to the streets and courts all over the country. In response to minority demands, many new laws were passed to outlaw and compensate for inequalities. 

But the Attitudes change slowly. For example, despite the existence of laws that prohibit housing discrimination, many people still refuse to rent to blacks and Hispanics. 

Minority demands are sure to continue, and new solutions will be brought.

The number of Hispanics and the elderly will increase and society will have to make adjustments to these changing demographics.

THE BLACKS

America's blacks struggle for equal rights for long time. When the Founding Fathers asserted in the Declaration of Independence that "all men are created equal" women and blacks were excluded.

Even after the Civil War ended in 1865 blacks didn’t begin to share in the most basic rights of citizenship. 

1865 and 1870 - Three Constitutional amendments: The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery, the Fourteenth Amendment gave blacks the rights of citizenship, and 

The Fifteenth Amendment gave them the right to vote.

Southern whites found ways to circumvent the intention of the amendments. Racial prejudice was rationalized and institutionalized in the South.Until the modern civil rights movement (1950s) blacks were denied access to public places such as restaurants, hotels, theaters, and schools.

There were separate facilities marked "colored only", which was sanctioned by the courts.

1896 The Supreme Court: “Racial segregation was legal as long as "separate but equal"”

1954 The Supreme Court ruled that maintaining separate but equal schools for blacks and whites              was unconstitutional.

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT (1950s –1960s)

Goals: desegregation, fair housing, equal employment opportunities, and fair voting laws. 

Dr Martin Luther King (killed in 68), provided leadership and strategy for the mass movement.

Later some radical black leaders later advocated violent revolution.

CIVIL RIGHT LEGISLATION

The movement was a success in voting rights and public accommodations and facilities.

1957-First civil rights legislation. Focused on protecting the voting right of blacks.

1963 - Amendment prohibiting the use of a poll tax in federal elections.

1964 - Illegal to administer voting laws in a discriminatory manner. It prohibited discrimination in public accommodations such as restaurants and hotels and also outlawed job discrimination.

1965-Voting Rights Act abolished literacy tests, used to deny blacks the right to vote.

Nowadays voter registration among blacks has increased but percentage of whites is much bigger. Black political power has also grown: more and more blacks are being elected to public office.

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION (Policy)

Goals: Matching the racial and sexual composition of the working place with the composition of society. Employers are encouraged hire and promote blacks, women, and others minorities. 

Supporters of the policy insist that some form of preferential treatment must be used to break down the long-standing patterns of discrimination against minorities and women in the job market. Critics charge that it results in reverse discrimination against qualified white males.


PROBLEMS OF URBAN BLACKS

Poverty rate for blacks – 31% compared with 11%for whites. 

The unemployment rate for black teens 40%

Two-thirds of all black children are born to unmarried mothers.

1980 - Leading cause of death among young black men is murder.

Blacks  account for half of the male prison population, while they are only 6% of all Americans.
2. David Griffith and the Stars of the Silent Films Era

One of the most popular producers of silent cinema was David York Griffith. David York Griffith shot 61 short films. He was one of the most promising american producers. He was called "Shakespeare of Screen". Now his films are demonstrated rearly, but Griffith went down in cinema history as a genius producer, a founder of new cinema language, which had been used by his colleagues up to 1960th. Besides, he was an innovator in the sphere of actor art. Griffith specialized in melodramas, he shot comedies, historical films, thrillers, westerns, filmings of Bible and different works of literature. Before 1913 there existed an opinion, that the spectator can not watch the film longer, than 15 minutes, but Griffith thought that it was not so. He shot a film "Yudif from Betulia" in 4 parts. It lasted 42 minutes. There was a great scandal at the studio 

because of this film duration, after it Griffith left the campaign "American Biography" and began his work at full-length film "Birth of Nation". It appeared on screens in 1915. The film lasted 3 hours and told about the relationships of two American families during the Civil war. The film had grandiose success; the expenses for its creation were compensated in two months. But the film had racist character and was prohibited in many American towns. In 1916 Griffith released a complex film called "Intolerance". It didn't have commercial success and the audience didn't like it very much because of its complexity. After it Griffith finished his experiments, his works became more and more sentimental. In 1948 in 18 years after his last film Griffith died.

The brightest stars of the silent cinema Mary Pigford and Douglas Fairbanks belonged to the most highly paid actors in the world. After their marriage in 1920 they were reckoned among Hollywood aristocracy. Mary Pigford was called the favorite of America. Usually she played the roles of young girls. Douglas Ferbenks had athletic figure and played mainly in adventure films. One of his films is "Black Pirate" (1926). In 1919 Mary Pigford, Douglas Fairbanks and Charlie Chaplin joined with W.Griffith and created a company "United Artists". The names of the first American actors and actresses were never mentioned. They were known by their nicknames, for example "Little Mary". In the 20th the system of film stars appeared. Film stars were the actors, whose names attached crowds of filmgoers to movie-houses. The stars were necessary for the cash success of the films. The most popular types of women were the vamp-woman like Teda Bara and Pola Negry, girls from high society like Colin Moor and Louise Brooks, simple women like Gloria Swenson and Greta Garbo, innocent girls like Lillian Gish and sexy women like Clara Bow. As for the man, the most popular at that time were the comics Charlie Chaplin and Baster Kiton, exotic lovers Rudolfo Valentino and Roman Navarro, simple boys Richard Bartelmess and Jin Gilbert, the king of horrors Lon Chaini and cowboys William Hart and Tom Mix. One of the greatest Hollywood actors was Charles Spenser Chaplin. In course of 40 years he had been a representative of the best creative forces of Hollywood. Charles Chaplin was born in 1889 and died in 1977. All his life he devoted to cinema. He worked as an actor, producer and scriptwriter. He had a constant image - an image of a little man in black bowler hat, with black moustaches, with a stick and in big boots. This image is known to the whole world. Chaplin's character is an openhearted, sentimental and unsuccessful man. He stirs up not only laughter but also sympathy. Chaplin is very much beloved by Russian people. During the World War II Chaplin called to the opening of the second front and to the help to Russian people in the war. In 1940 he created the film "The Great Dictator". It was darning anti-fascist satire. In 1928 and 1972 he received special ''Oscar'' prizes and in 1972 he received a golden prize at the International Film Festival in Venice. Comic and dramatic things were combined in Chaplin's creative work. The theme of human dignity is the main theme in Chaplin's art. Chaplin created his films, surrounded by worldwide glory and love of the millions of spectators. In 1927, when talking cinema appeared the interest to silent cinema disappeared practically instantly. Such quick decline of silent cinema has no analogous in the history of art. The idols of "great silent" have been almost forgotten and the films, excluding comedies, are rearly demonstrated. But some films, shot at that time in Hollywood belong to greatest masterpieces in the cinema history. The names of some great actors of that time are kept in the memory of people.

Билет 2

1. The American Corporation

The Essential Elements of the Corporate Structure

The corporation is a complex set of explicit and implicit contracts, and corporate law enables the participants to select the optimal arrangement for the many different sets of risks and opportunities that are available in a large economy. No one set of terms will be best for all; hence the "enabling" structure of corporate law.

The law gives corporate managers a great deal of flexibility in determining their capital and governance structure, relying on the market for capital to create competition that will allow shareholders to "choose" the one they think is best. 

Individual ownership evolved over time into a variety of models of collective enterprise. In Darwinian terms, the corporate model has prevailed as the legal structure of choice in modern commerce because it was the "fittest." 

Among the special attractions of the corporate form or organization are:

· A high degree of advance certitude about the ground rules of the organization. There simply isn't a lot of law on most of the other forms of doing business. In the case of entities like business trusts, the applicable law is common law, harder to determine, understand, and predict than statute.

· The financial markets have been developed to easily accommodate the mechanics of share issuance and transfer. Partnerships are more cumbersome.

· Those who put up the money can decide on the management and changes in extreme cases. In a partnership, those who put up the money cannot change the general partner.

But, as we explained earlier, perhaps the most attractive component of the corporate model is limited liability - the owner's liability is limited to the amount of his investment (or subscription).

The shareholder has the exclusive control of the stock itself. But as a condition of the shareholder's limited liability, the shareholder gives up the right to control use of the corporation's property by others. That right is delegated to the management of the corporation.
The Evolution Of the American Corporation

We need to go back more than 200 years before Havel's revolution to understand the way that the corporate structure evolved. America was born with a profound mistrust of power and an even more profound commitment to making sure that power drew its legitimacy from a system of checks and balances. One initial controversy that arose in the early l830s concerned the charter of the Bank of the United States. The Bank, as originally chartered, was a private corporation, though it had the power to issue notes of exchange. The Bank was nut taxed, and Congress was not allowed to charter any similar institution. In return for these favors, the government was allowed to appoint five of the Bank's 25 directors. 
In the early days of the United States, corporate charter, were granted by special acts of the state legislatures. Applicants for corporate charters had to negotiate with legislators to arrive at specific charter provisions, notes Harvey H. Segal, including "the purpose of the enterprise, the location of its activities, the amount of capital to be raised by stock sales, and the power of its directory.” The theory was that the state should separately and specifically approve each new corporation, to guard against improper activity. But, as Segal noted, instead of oversight, this process "invited bribery and corruption." So, in 1811, New York enacted a general incorporation statute (though restricting it to manufacturing enterprises), and other states followed suit. But the state was still deeply involved.
After the Civil War, companies began to form "trusts." It was clear that if competitors in the same line of business worked together instead of separately they could control prices. This was not illegal or even disapproved of at the time. Indeed, the directors of these new entities were called "trustees," a term that still lives on in the non-profit, banking, and securities sectors. Segal points out that, "In wielding such broad discretionary power, the trustees established important precedents for the control of corporations by professional managers rather than dominant shareholders.” The first antitrust laws ended the trusts, but the professional managers were there to stay.

Standard Oil and the arrival of big business

In the 1870s and 1880s, several companies achieved spectacular size, not by internal growth, but by merger. Perhaps the most famous example is the Standard Oil Company. Initially, Standard Oil was less a company than a cartel - a group of smaller, separate companies under the guidance of the largest refiner of them all, 'John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company of Ohio.
Rockefeller initially created a trade association of refiners, and became its first president. Ultimately, this association became a massive, vertically integrated, centralized corporation. By 1880, the Standard Oil "group" or "alliance" numbered 40 separate companies. 

Though Standard Oil was broken up by a Supreme Court order in 1891, other conglomerates avoided the antitrust axe. The United States Steel Corporation, for example, created by Andrew Carnegie in 1901, created close to 60 percent of the industry's output.
The next stage in the evolution of the corporate structure was widespread (and therefore diffuse) ownership (people bought stock). 

It also marked the beginning of a historic shift in American capitalism, a major increase in the influence of Wall Street in companies like Ford. 
This was the high-water mark of the old system. Ford became one of the last of the blue chips, just as blue-chip stocks were becoming irrelevant. Instead of a few clubby long-term investors, the postwar era created a world where the New York Stock Exchange vowed to make every American a stockholder and where stockholders could make a lot of money fast by betting on the best of a large group of entrepreneurs. 

Wall Street was no longer the exclusive enclave of young men from a tiny group of "good families"; it was open to anyone (well, any white males). 

Legal authority over corporations has always been left to the states. The federal government has very little authority over corporate governance. 

2. The Presidency

The presidential duties and powers are enumerated in Article 2 of the US Constitution. It stipulates the requirements for the person to become a president: a natural-born citizen; a citizen of the US for 14 years; not younger than 35 years.

Article 2 enumerates the presidential powers: 

· He is the commander-in-chief of the army and navy

· He takes care that laws should be faithfully observed (enforces laws). He issues lots of regulations, orders.

· In foreign affairs his power is limited: he does have the authority to negotiate treaties, receive foreigners, but he can’t ratify treaties. Here the Congress helps the president, as it has the advisory role and it’s the Senate, that has the exclusive right to ratify treaties.

· He makes nominations to important state offices: ambassadors, consuls, ministers, justices of Supreme Court, federal judges. But all these nominations must be approved by the Senate.

The constitution makes a provision for a poor person to become a president: he gets a salary which can neither be raised nor lowered. 

If a president removes from the office or is impeached, his position will be occupied by the Vice-President. Pr.election – every 4 years. When he embarks upon his duties, he makes an oath to protect, preserve and defend the constitution.

The president has a power to pardon or reprieve for offences, except the impeachment. 

Every year the president gives a state of the union message to the Congress.(состояние страны) he outlines the program which to implement during his reign.

Билет 3

1. American Federalism

The 1st article of the Constitution establishes the main powers of the Am. Congress. Among those there are the powers to make laws, regulate trade, coin money, collect taxes, raise armies and establish a national Postoffice. It’s the Constitution that divides powers between the national and the state governments. Actually every aspect of Am. life is influenced by several levels of government. 

Every level of government has authority over the same territory, the same people, but the legislative bodies, state courts are separated from those of the national government. 

Why did the Founding Fathers introduced the federalism? They balanced the nation for a stronger government with the need to retain the independence of the states. Had they not authorized the states, the Constitution would probably have not been ratified by the 13 states.  

The National Government Level
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Legislative                              Executive                       Judicial

      (the Congress)                     (the President)            (the Supreme Court)
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The State’s Government Level

             Legislative                       Executive                       Judicial

          (the Congress)               ( the Governor)              (the State Courts)

                                                                         4 levels

the Senate + the General Assembly          

Every state has established its own system of courts. According to the Constitution the primary responsibility of the state is to deal with public safety. Most of the crimes in US are dealt with by the state court system. Among other responsibilities imposed onto the states are the protection of public wealth, local government, highway transportation, safety an family affairs. 

Public Education: 95% of subsides received by Am. Universities are supplied by the states. At least ½ of the students receive financial aid, provided by both – the federal and government levels. Certification of teachers, the length of the school years and the curriculum are the matters of state concern.

Local Government: Every county has 3 branches:

1) a board of commissioners (legislative)

2)  executive officer (executive)

3) counter courts (judicial)

Every level has the right to tax and spend money. While states derive most of revenues from sale and income taxes, the local government’s main source of income is from taxes of property. The state governments hand over 1/8 of their incomes to the local governments for their needs - the System of Control Chaos.

Cities: also have 3 branches:

1) the City Council (legislative) 

2) Mayor (executive)

3) City Courts (judicial)

The Judge of Peace deals with minor offences and small claims. There are 12 jurors in City Courts, 3 of which are alternates (reserve jurors). None of them should have a pond opinion, dominated by how the media covered the case + they must be impartial.

Medical Care:  Medical care deals with contagious diseases, provide for cleanliness in restaurants, dispose of waters  + should administrate hospitals…Anyone who wants to enter an elementary system should be inoculated. 

Family Affairs: If you want to get a marriage license you should apply to the state agency; when you want to dissolve your marriage, you go to the state office and your case undergoes some judicial process. Driving license is given out by the state agency.

2. The American Film Making of the 30ies (Hollywood major studios, the studio years, the Production Code).

Hollywood producers did not hurry to shoot films with sound tracks. They perfectly understood that Hollywood actors used to show fillings with the help of facial expression and gestures and they would have problems with dialogues. Many actors had strong foreign accent. But in 1920 "Warner Brothers" company had financial problems and to improve its financial position shooted the film "Don Huan" with a sound track. The film became popular. Silent cinema era finally ended in 1927 when the film "Jass Singer" with Al Jolson appeared. The appearance of sound in cinema was connected with some difficulties. When the actors began to speak, they stopped to move, because they were attached to microphones. Absence of movement was compensated by dialogues. As a result some films of that times, for example "New-York Lights" were called "illustrated radio". Besides the films were full of music and songs out of measure to use the possibilities of sound completely. But the audience quickly became tired of it and such musicals did not make much profit. Change over to talking cinema was very expensive, that is why Hollywood had to look for money and to appeal to banks and other business enterprises. In return for it many of them required to avoid delicate topics in the films. As a result in 1934 the Heits Code was adopted. It introduced censorship limitations. Joseph Brinn controlled the observance of this code. In accordance with this code in Hollywood films they could not criticize any religious convictions, show surgical operations, use of drugs, hard drinking, cruelty to people and animals. It was prohibited to use any swearwords. Strict limitations were imposed on everything connected with sex. When Hollywood developed production of the films with sound track it quickly recovered its image of the best films producer, which made Hollywood the capital of the world cinema production. The years 1930-1945 became the golden age of Hollywood. During this years 7500 full-length films were shot there. Hollywood was named the factory of stars. It attracted attention not only by films, but by the way of life of its actors, which was described in newspapers and magazines. In the 30th Hollywood became a myth. At that time it consisted of 8 large firms: "Metro Goldwyn Myer", "Paramount Pictures", "RKO Radio", "Warner Brothers", "Universal", "United Artists". It was the time of flowering of Hollywood. After the appearance of talking cinema only one new studio was founded - "RKO Radio". The largest studio was "MGM" which offered, that they had more stars, than in the sky. This studio specialized in bright and cheerful family films. "Paramount" studio shot the films on the topics of wealth, power and human passions. "United Artists" studio did not shoot its own films, but provided the here of independent producers films. "Warner Brothers" studio was not very reach, but shot popular gangster films and musicals. "XX Century Fox" shot musicals and historic films. "Universal" studio did not have equals during the era of silent cinema, but when talking cinema appeared they had to begin shooting of cheap films, mainly horror films. "Columbia" studio was in disastrous state and existed due to the lending of stars and producers from the other studios.

The Studio years 1930 - 1955. 

7500 a drastic need for large number of opulent technically films. Part of the total industrial output. A need to plan. More like a factory,, assembly line technique. The division of labour. Special department of technicians, the director's role increased, producer's decreased. There were very few directors to shape the script, control  its editing. Most of the directors were just technicians.

The Productoion Code

1944 - was adopted in response to public protests, the Legion of Decency who were opposed to sex and violence. It included American bishop. It threatened to boycott the industry

A great number of restrictions. The Code forbade to show secenes of passion, adultery, rape, seduction only when to the plot. Absolutely forbidden sexual relation ship. Prostitution, vulgarity, excessive drinking, cruelty, representation of a weapon, surgical operation, policemen never die, no crime could be shown as justified. Films became predictable.
Билет 4

1. The Structure, the Rules and Procedures of the Congress.

2 article of the Constitution establish the supreme legislative branch – the Congress.  It consists of 2 houses: 

· The upper chamber – the Senate

· The lower chamber – the House of Representatives (HP)

The life of any Congress lasts for only 2 years. Originally every Congress would open on the 1st Monday of December, but it has changed – only odd numbers of the year, the 3d of January. Originally the Congress was to be elected by the state legislative bodies, but the 14th amendment gave this right to the Am. people. 

The basic difference between the order of business done by the Senate and the  HP: set up different rules, approach business differently. 

The HP is a more numerous chamber (435) and for quorum – 218 members. The whole membership of the House is reelected in every election year; the number of representatives sent to the Congress depends on the population of the state (California – 45; Delaware – 1). 

The presiding officer is the speaker. The candidate of the speaker is nominated by 2 parties, a majority party nominee always wins. 

Duties of the speaker:

· Decides whether to call up legislation or not

· Deals with the issues of parliamentary procedures agenda 

· Recognizes members to speak

· Works in close cooperation with the majority party leader to decide upon such matters as legislative agenda, party leadership…

The business of the Representatives is divided into different categories. Moreover, when a bill is reported out of a committee it’s placed either on the Union Calendar (список законопроектов финансового характера) or on one of the House Calendars. 

The rules adopted by the Hp are much stricter: there are certain rules under which the bill should be considered, debated, amended and  passed. The HP has the exclusive right to consider all finance bills: taxies, revenues…

Unlike the HP the total membership of the Senate  numbers only 100 without regard to density of population (2 of each state). The presiding officer  the Vice-President, but he rarely attends the meetings, only on special occasion or when a tie-vote is needed.  In his absence his duties are carried out by the President Pro Tempore – senior member of the majority party.

There are very few regulations that the senators are to conform to.  Business is not divided into categories + no calendars. But the Senate is performing a special adversary role  - it performs more special duties.

In every election year 1/3 of the total membership of the Senate is reelected – in every election year 2/3  of the old Congressmen go back to the new ones since their terms of office have not expired. They are elected for 6 years. 

Powers given to the Congress by the Constitution:

1) To borrow money, collect taxies, regulate trade

2) To establish inferior courts

3) To raise the army and navy

4) To declare war

5) To establish the Post Office

6) To make law

Example (4): 

1952 – Harry Truman: war in Korea caused a national wide strike of the whole steel industry. Truman ordered the government to stop the strike. The government applied the Supreme Court for investigation of this case. The Supreme Court refused Truman as it is the Congress that has the right to declare war, not the President.

How do bills become laws? 
Stage 1: introduction. The bill must be introduced to the House. There a member drops his proposal into a “hopper”. In the Senate a member drops a proposal either  to the Senate Club or speaks from the floor. A bill can be introduce by a Congressman, Chairman Committee, administration or it can be co-sponsored by several committee members (sponsor- автор законопроекта). A bill supported either by the chairman or the administration  has better chances to become law.

Stage 2: the bill goes to a committee. There are 38 permanent committees in the Congress(34 – to the House; 4 – to the Senate). Chairman Committees are extremely influential.

Stage 3: if they decide to consider the bill, it goes to the subcommittee. They may kill it, but if they approve of it they will hold hearings. The purpose of the hearing is not only to obtain information, but also to test public opinion. After the hearings the bill goes back to the subcommittee for debate and introducing amendments. 

Stage 4: general debate, mark-up session – members express their opinion.

Stage 5: the bill goes to the Full Committee – they debate the bill + the financial vote is taken (a clean bill – entirely changed by amendments). Sometimes there are reports in favor or against the bill. Then it goes back to the respective chamber – the House or the Senate which resolves itself into the Committee of the Whole.

Final stage: the whole business is considered by the Rule’s Committee (only in the HP). They limit debate to 1-2 hours. Any member speaks no more than 5 minutes. When the bill is passed it goes to the Senate. But the procedure will be a bit easier since every senator has the right to debate the bill without any committee.  Senators can talk as long as they wish. The speeches of the senators may not be  the topic of discussion.

Filly-buster   -  to oppose a bill, to kill a bill, to talk a bill to death. When both chambers pass the bill, it goes to the President who either signs it or vetoes.

2. Cultural Regionalism

The United States is a spacious country of varying terrains and climates. To get from New York to San Francisco one must travel almost 5/000 kilometers across regions of geographical extremes. Between the coasts there are forested mountains/ fertile plains/ arid deserts/ canyon lands, and wide plateaus. Much of the land is uninhabited. The population is concentrated in the Northeast, the South, around the Great Lakes, on the Pacific coast, and in metropolitan areas dotted over the remaining expanse of land in the agricultural Midwest and Western mountain and desert regions. 

Each of the country's four main regions-the Northeast, the South, the West, and the Midwest—maintains a degree of cultural identity. 

The Northeast

The Northeast, comprising the New England and Mid-Atlantic states, has traditionally been at the helm of the nation's economic and social progress. Compared with other regions, the Northeast is more urban, more industrial, and more culturally sophisticated. New Englanders often describe themselves as thrifty, reserved, and dedicated to hard work, qualities they inherited from their Puritan forefathers. A sense of cultural superiority sets Northeasterners apart from others. During the nineteenth century and well into this century, the Northeast produced most of the country's writers, artists, and scholars. New England's colleges and universities are known all over the country for their high academic standards. Harvard is widely considered the best business school in the nation. The Massachusetts Institute of Technology surpasses all others in economics and the practical sciences. 

The economic and cultural dominance of New England has gradually receded since the Second World War. In the past decades, businesses and industries have been moving to warmer climates in the South and West. Many factories and mills have closed, and the population has stabilized or even declined. While areas of aging industry continue to suffer, some parts of New England are experiencing economic recovery. New high-tech industries are boostingforeign investment and employment.

The South     

Regional identity has been most pronounced in the South, where the peculiarities of Southern history have played an important role in shaping the region's character. The South was originally settled by English Protestants who came not for religious freedom but for profitable farming opportunities. Most farming was carried out on single family farms, but some farmers, capitalizing on tobacco and cotton crops, became quite prosperous. Many of them established
large plantations. African slaves, shipped by the Spanish, Portuguese, and English, supplied labor for these plantations. These slaves were bought and sold as property. Even though the system of slavery was regarded by many Americans as unjust. Southern slaveowners defended it as an economic necessity. Even after the North began to industrialize after 1800, the South remained agricultural. As the century progressed, the economic interests of the manufacturing North became evermore divergent from those of the agrarian South. Economic and political tensions began to divide the nation and eventually led to the Civil War (1861—65). Most Northerners opposed slavery. The unresolved dispute over slavery was one of the issues which led to a national crisis in 1860. Eleven Southern states left the federal union and proclaimed themselves an independent nation. The war that broke out as a direct result was the most
bloody war in American history. With the South's surrender in 1865, Southerners were forced to accept many changes, which stirred up bitterness and resentment towards Northerners and
the Republican Party of the national government. During the post-war period of reconstruction which lasted until 1877, slavery was not only abolished, but blacks were given a voice in Southern government. Southerners opposed the Civil War (1861-65): the war between the Union (the North) and the Confederacy (the South).


 
For the next century white Southerners consistently voted for Democrats. The Civil War experience helps explain why Southerners have developed a reverence for the past and a resistance to change, and why the South is different from the rest of the country. Other regions have little in common with the South's bitterness over the Civil War, its one-party politics, agrarian traditions and racial tensions. Recent statistics show that the South differs from other regions in a number of ways. Southerners are more conservative, more religious, and more violent than the rest of the country. Because fewer immigrants were attracted to the less industrialized Southern states. Southerners are the most "native" of any region. Most black and white Southerners can trace their ancestry in this country back to before 1800. Southerners tend to be more mindful of social rank and have strong ties to hometown and family. Even today. Southerners tend to have less schooling and higher illiteracy rates than people from other regions, and pockets of poverty are scattered throughout the Southern states.
Americans of other regions are quick to recognize a Southerner by his/her dialect. Southern speech tends to be much slower and more musical. The Southern dialect characteristically uses more diphthongs: a one-syllable word such as yes is spoken in the South as two syllables, i/a-es. In addition, Southerners say "you all" instead of "you" as the second person plural. The South is also known for its music. In the time of slavery, black Americans created a new folk music, the negro spiritual. Later forms of black music which began in the South are blues and jazz. White Southerners created bluegrass mountain music, and most American country music has a Southern background. The South has been one of the most outstanding literary regions in the twentieth century. Novelists such as William Faulkner, Robert Penn Warren, Thomas Wolfe, and Carson McCullers have addressed themes of the Southern experience such as nostalgia for the rural Southern past.
The West              

Wide regional diversity makes the West hard to typify. While most of the Mountain West is arid wilderness interrupted by a few urban oases, California has some of the richest farmland in the country, and, along with Oregon and Washington in the rainy Northwest, does not share the rest of the West's concern over the scarcity of water. California is different in other ways. The narrow band along its southern Pacific coast is densely populated and highly industrial. By combining the nation's highest concentration of high-tech industries with the greatest percentage of service industries, California's progressive economy is a trend-setter for the rest of the nation as it enters a new post-industrial age. Even if one disregards the Pacific coast states, the rest of the West is marked by cultural diversity and competing interests. Mormon-settled Utah has little in common with Mexican-influenced Arizona and New Mexico. The aims of Western commercial developers anxious for quick profits clash with environmentalists' campaigns for preservation of the region's natural  beauty. Montana ranchers have different needs and different outlooks from the senior citizens clustered in a retirement community near Phoenix. While generalizations about the West are difficult to make, the region does share concerns that are distinct from the rest of the country. Westerners are united in their long-standing hostility toward Washington and Eastern federal bureaucrats. Westerners feel alienated by government policies which fail to address the vital concerns unique to their region. Western states' troubles with water scarcity and government-owned land seem to matter little to the rest of the country. Particularly distressing to Westerners is their lack of control over Western land and resources. The federal government owns and administers vast portions of land in many Western states—86.6 percent of Nevada, 66.1 percent of Utah, 47.8 percent of Wyoming, 42.8 percent of Arizona, and 36.1 percent of Colorado. Westerners like to think of themselves as independent, self-sufficient, and close to the land, but they feel they cannot control their  own destiny while Washington controls their land. 

Western life is dominated by resources. Although water is scarce in the Mountain West, the region is rich in uranium, coal, crude oil, oil shale, and other mineral deposits. As the population of the West rapidly increases, debate intensifies over how its resources should be used. Trying to support growing populations with limited supplies of water while at the same time preserving the land is, according to some Westerners, impossible, and they feel the West is already experiencing physical limits to growth. Despite the differences that may exist within the region, the Western states face these problems together. 
The Midwest          

While the South and West have felt alienated, the Midwest, by contrast, has long been regarded as typically American. The fertile farmland and abundant resources have allowed agriculture and industry to thrive and to strengthen the Midwesterners' conviction that people can make something of themselves if they seize opportunities. Class divisions are felt less strongly here than in other regions; the middle class rules. Midwesterners are seen as commercially minded, self-sufficient, unsophisticated, and pragmatic.
The Midwest's position in the middle of the continent, far removed from the east and west coasts, has encouraged Midwesterners to direct their concerns to their own domestic affairs, avoiding matters of wider interest. The plains states which make up America's "Farmbelt" have traditionally favored a policy of isolationism in world affairs. However, now that American agriculture has become dependent on unstable foreign markets, farmers have changed their stance. Farmers are no longer isolationist or opposed to "big government." It is often this very government which provides subsidies and price controls that preserve their incomes.  

The Midwest is known as a region of small towns and huge tracts of farmland where more than half the nation's wheat and oats are raised. Dominating the region's commerce and industry is Chicago, the nation's second largest city. Located on the Great Lakes, Chicago has long been a connecting point for rail lines and air traffic crossing the continent.

Билет 5

1. The American Constitution: the Story of Making of the Constitution.

In 1764 the ‘sugar act’ was enforced in America, according to which duties were imposed on coffee, wine, silk and other goods. Then a ‘stamp act’ was introduced. It met resistance of lawyers, bankers…It was repealed and the ‘sugar act’ was made less severe. The confrontation grew. The Chancellor of Cheque wishing to release the taxation imposed 4 taxes on paper, glass and tea. They felt indignant and decided to take actions against GB.

The first Continental Congress was combined in Philadelphia.(1774) They represented a list of grievances against the crown. They established an association that undertook the mobilization of troops. All this conflicts led to an increase in the revolutionary future of the colonists.

May 1775 – the second Continental Congress. Decisions:

1) to go to war

2) call into continental service

3) to lead the army (George Washington)

A committee of five was established by Jefferson. It was called the Declaration of Independence. 4 July 1776.

    1) It proclaimed the birth of a new republic

    2) It declared the colonists’ separation from GB

    3) Every person was endowed by his Creator with certain unalienable rights: happiness and life.

It was necessary to unite the colony. The articles of confederation – 1777. 

There was a need to establish central government. A confederation – a loose association of several separate states with a weak central government.

1) The central government had no executive body.

2) Only Congress was provided with the opportunity to give laws.

3) It had no right to collect taxes, to regulate trade, to establish a sound financial system, to raise armies.

What did it mean in reality:

There was no system of national court. Some of the states introduced their own currency .As a result every colony acted like an independent country running its own affairs. The central government ran into debt. It had no control of international affairs. Theoretically, it could raise an army, but it could not make the states meet their quarters. 

J. Washington succeeded in gaining the victory, but the economy went into decline. The supply of agriculture exceeded the demand. The farmers ran into heavy debts. Daniel Shays led the army and draw the judges out of the courts and released the debtors from prison. That was the beginning of another stage- the preparation of another Congress. A strong federal government was needed.

The Philadelphia Convention, organized by the initial of Alexander Hamilton, was only to revise the articles of confederation. In fact, they wrote a new document. Alexander Hamilton took upon himself a mission to assemble a Congress in Annapolis (September, 1786). The delegates to that convention issued a call for a constitutional convention in order to revise an article of consideration. The delegates of the states were selected to take their seats in Philadelphia. They were supposed to be there on May, 14 1787. 74 delegates were to come. Those were the representatives of 12 states. It was a very distinguished gathering. No other political gathering could match it in strength. Many famous politicians and statesmen took part in it: George Washington, James Madison (is considered to be the father of the Constitution), Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Alexander Hamilton and others. They prepared a completely different document The American Constitution, which established the system of separation of powers, the system of checks and balances. But it would be wrong to think that they agreed on everything.

Compromise 1: 

The first serious disagreement concerned the issue of the states’ representation in the supreme legislative body. Small states insisted on equal representation and large states wanted to be represented in proportion of the population. As the result of the debates two plans were approved.

1) The New Jersey Plan provided equal representation.

2) The Virginia Plan  provided representation on the basis of population

 The small states got equal representation in the Senate; large states got proportional representation in the House of Representatives. None of them could dominate the Congress for every piece of legislation.

Compromise 2:

It concerned the Supreme Judicial body. Doubts: size and composition of the inferior court. The Congress was asked to establish local courts.

 Compromise 3: 

It concerned the Supreme executive authority (the president). It should be one person. The delegates believed that Congress should appoint the president. The Founding Fathers mistrusted popular believe. They devised a special system of election- Electoral College. Every state should nominate electors whose number would equal the number of representatives.  The president will be a person with the greatest number of votes, with the second greatest- vice-president. The Founding Fathers provided for the process of impeachment of the president. They involved both Houses. The House of Representatives should bring a charge against him by a majority. The Senate should try the president on the House’s charges. The president could be charged with treason, bribery and other high crimes.

Compromise 4: 

Concerned slavery. Slavery-18% by census.  The debate was complex, since the biggest slave-holder, George Mason, attacked the institution and slave-trade.

The number of representatives was to be determined by adding the whole number of free people and 1/15 of all other people =slaves (each slave  counted as 3/15 of a freeman.

The problem of the slave trade: The convention took the decision to get to this issue after 20 years had passed.

It omitted any condemnation of slavery. The words ‘slave’ and ‘slavery’ were deliberately avoided in the text.

 
The signing of the Constitution- 17th September, 1787.Delaware was the first to ratify the Constitution. On the 21st of June, 1788 it was ratified by other 9 countries. New York and Virginia had to approve the constitution. The Founding Fathers understood that without the approval of by Virginia and New York the Constitution won’t be adopted. There were two groups. Federalists (led by Hamilton and Madison)- for strong national government. Anti federalists (Patrick Henry) - feared that the interest of the small states will be suppressed in a newly-founded government. They carried on a struggle. As a result a compromise was achieved. Madison had to add a special document to the Constitution which would guarantee the USA: the freedom of speech and other legal rights in exchange of Virginia and New York to ratify the Constitution. But on one condition: Madison would start working on the Bill of Rights after the new government was set up, after the first Congress started its work.  According to the Founding Fathers believe the Constitution had to be approved by a body higher than a legislature. The Constitution was to be the Union of People; it had to receive popular approval. It was headed by the popularly elected convention.

25 June, 1788 Virginia ratified.

26 July, 1788  New York  ratified.

4 February – the electors elected Washington the first president.

4 March – the first Congress under the Constitution met.

2. American Character.

In dealing this question it’s reasonable to distinguish between stereotyped regional character and the national character.

1. Stereotyped Regional Character:
a) New England and New Englanders are known as bearers of puritan heritage. They brought puritan ideas into the US and are known as thrifty, reserved and dedicated to hard work. By thriftiness they meant self-improvement. Hard labor is very important in the puritan culture and religion. There is an old saying cultivated by the puritans -  Richness is next to godliness. The puritans also introduced the idea of open houses – there are no curtains on the windows.  They are strongly convinced that cleanliness is very pleasant to God.

b) the southern character – Till the middle of the 19th century the South was more agricultural, plus slavery was common there. Till nowadays the southerners look upon themselves as upon the bearers of Am. culture. There was a famous image of a southern girl or Bel as they were called which considered to be very prestigious – well-bread, devoted to her family, mostly to the female part of the family, plus they tend to look and go after their mothers. Generally speaking, there is a strong belief that in the South family life is much more strictly observed. As to the southerners themselves, they are found to be very hospitable, conservative, religious and more violent in expressing their emotions. They are also believed to be very musical people. 

c) The western character, which is most mystical thing for Americans. Western heritage is based on self-reliance which led to the development of gun-shooting, fist-fighting. Most westerners know how to survive in hostile environment. Most people distinguish 3 types of westerners:

1) “a lone hunter” who very often shows disrespect for women

2) “can-do man” which is described as inventive. Such type tends to rise a family of his own and start a home in any part of the world.

During the war with Mexico the idea of a westerner tended to be connected with a cowboy man.

3)  macho-man who has no family, but greatly loved by women.

2. The National Character – Americanization.

Typical Americans are considered to be friendly people, but on the surface. They are hospitable and generous socially, but very hard-driving and competitive professionally. They are known as self-satisfied people and problem solvers, as to an American a problem is sth. not to be accepted. Everyone notes their adaptability, ingenuity and energy. A problem-solver is an achiever, and an achiever is a doer and it’s better to do something than not. Movement and constant change is a part of national character. They are very restless and rootless. American culture is marked with the tendency for transcendent culture: there were so called Toro-people who went to woods not to become aggressive and to think slowly. Americans are considered to be time-conscious: they are always in a hurry,  afraid to be late for classes or work. That’s why, perhaps, they are very impatient with ceremonies, because this is very time-consuming. Most tend to be informal, but all lack emotional support from friendship which accounts for their frequent visits to psychiatrist. Individualism is one of the highest values: they like to think of themselves as of authority, this probably explains why they like reporting on each other. Americans are also known for strong resistance to gun’s control ( as long as they are individuals they resist). Am. women are strong feminists which was provided for by the history of the country – women were refused of their rights for many years: there were no women teachers, especially in the South, until 1962.
Билет 6

1. American Newspapers (historical and modern aspects)

The first newspapers had no governmental support, most of them. Technological advances were limited, the railroads only in 80s of the 19th centuries. Some extremely successful efforts.

Benjamin Harris with his public occurrences started journalism.

John Campbell 1704 started Boston Newsletter, the first continuing paper.  Support of the government.  Newspapers were costly in the 18th century. Not many railroads. Lack of literacy. 

Horace Greeley 1841 started “the New-York Tribune.”

1851 Henry Raymond, the editor who started “NY Times.”

They established basic principles of journalism: created sections in the newspapers – finance, religion, society. They established the newspaper as public watchdogs. Advertising revenues. They established foreign correspondents. Raymond himself visited Europe. 

2 outstanding publishers.

Benjamin Day. Changed the situation radically. He rastically reduced the price to 1 cent and made n-p available to mass readers. He issued “The N-Y Sun”. Papers began to appeal to the public. Growth of the industry opens doors to the n-papers.

Joseph Pulitzer (1847-1911), one of the most influential publishers. He sought a military carrier and got enlisted in the army. 1871 he bought a share of a paper. He bought old unprofitable papers and revitalized. Bought The Post and The Dispatch and merged them. Organized the liberal republican party which failed and he was loyal for the democratic party.

1883 he left Missouri for New York. And bought "New World". He made a

Introduced sensational stories, lavish pictures, investigation. He also tried to saturate the reports with crime and so on. He introduced comics, sports coverage, the women's page (fashion, feminism). He never advocated feminist goals. He only sought to expand their reading interest.

William Randall Hearst (1863-1951). His father was a gold mine owner and a senator. He bought “San Francisco Examiner” for political purposes. His soon took it over. A blend of investigation reporting and sensations. Began to give profit. Hearst introduced banner headlines and lavish pictures. Crimes, fake stories. He experimented a lot. 

The employment of the latest mechanical processes.

A new approach of a newspaper makeup. Editorial purposes.  He was opposed to British Empire. Political activities. He was against the US involvement in WWI. He advertised aggressive foreign policy. Exposed political corruption.

1897 –1898 he was accused of the US war with Spain.

1895 he acquired the “NY Journal”. Hearst built an empire - he was the owner of 28 daily papers, 18 Sunday, 13 magazines, 8 radio stations, 2 movie studios. The Great Depression brought his empire to a decline. He had a navy in Scotland. Was very rich, his influenced was great, but the empire declined. The NY Journal hailed Franklin Roosevelt.

So Pulitzer and Hearst's efforts created sensationalism or yellow journalism. Attracted readers. In depression time even bigger headlines and readable stories. Emphasized sensationalism. Without a soul. By 1910 people were gradually growing tired of non-news content. Then the evening paper appeared due to electric light. The figure of a reporter was more and more popular. An honest man with a cigar. Hard-drinking, tough.

Franklin Roosevelt won the election, it was announced on the radio. In the years of the Great Depression radio was a cheap media. Now radio provides up-to-date news, and newspaper give deep analysis.

Gatekeeping

The editors of newspapers are gatekeepers since they decide what is available for people to read. They select the news. They sometimes find that they have to sacrifice a scientific discovery for a murder. There is severe space limitation. 40% articles, 60% is sold to the national advertisers. The reporter also acts as a gatekeeper. He selects information and his personality affect the article. Taken together they provide balance.

Modern newspaper

It is a family-owned business traditionally. But now they are owned by the chains and conglomerates. 1900 – 8 chains. 1990 – 146 chains. 73% of all daily newspapers.

American newspapers have 6-7 columns, lots of illustrations and ads, printed full-size. They are very thick. Sunday editions give emphasis on culture and holiday. The American newspapers may seem dull. They don't give attention to whatt happens in the world. They are strictly concentrated according to the zones where they're published. They highlight local news. In Wasigton Post there is a Metro section (metropolitan). 

Thick, narrow, long, sections. The rubricks. Washingtonpost.com. Usatoday.com. Economy, sport, life. The Gannett company (83 daily)- the largest chain. The Nightridder – the 2nd. The Sun.

Sections: National news Business Technology Education Health Sport Style Books (Sunday editions) Weather. “The USA today” is brought everywhere throughout the US.

2. The Frontier Heritage.

Traditionally, frontier did mean a definite line separating two nations or peoples. The implication in meaning was confrontation. In nineteenth century America, it was native Americans versus the settlers. As the Indian resistance dissipated, the definition of frontier changed to a line between civilization and wilderness. Simply put, one side of the frontier was where people (settlers) lived and the other side was where there were no settlements. In this definition of frontier, the concept of place or geography plays a large part: the frontier is next to civilization, loads of room exists for each individual, resources appear to be boundless, and the opportunities for social and economic betterment near limitless. Living standards for individuals were changed by the availability of enormous tracts of land and richly abundant natural resources. Indeed, the set of geographic circumstances were unique in providing the opportunity for vast self-improvement.

To understand the motivation for westward migration is complex, and involves an understanding of two terms, deficiency motivation and abundancy motivation. Deficiency motivation is a response to man’s basic urge for survival and security. Escape is the key word. Life in one’s present location does not provide the comforts desired. On the other hand, abundancy motivation implies a basic contentment with one’s present lot, but the individual desires excitement, adventure or an even better life. Accepting that American pioneers had varying degrees of one or both of these motivations, the pioneers were markedly different from those people who chose to stay at home. Wherever these early settlers landed, they would produce societies that were enormously different from those they left behind. These early pioneers were not content to accept life as it was, either good or poor, but were anxious to move to improve their lives, and moving involved the harshest of conditions, unforeseen dangers and a complete uprooting of what they knew of as home. 

Western culture is based on the frontier heritage.
Билет 7

1. American Magazines 

The first American magazines appeared a half century after the first newspapers and took longer to conquer widespread readership. Andrew Bradford, a London-born printer, published the first U.S. magazine in Philadelphia on February 13, 1741, but it lasted only three months. 152 years later, in 1893, the first mass-circulation magazines, which cost ten cents at the time, began to appear. Frank A. Munsey, Cyrus Curtis, Edward Bok and S.S. McClure were some of the leading publishers who competed for mass audiences with low-cost magazines from the 1890s well into the 1930s, a period considered the golden age of U.S. publishing. 

In 1923, Henry Luce invented the concept of the weekly news magazine, creating Time. It and its major competitor, Newsweek, gradually carved out important niches with their in-depth analyses of national and international developments. The advent of television spelled the downfall for several major American mass-circulation magazines, which steadily lost advertising revenue to the new medium throughout the 1950s and 1960s. Among the general-interest weekly magazines that ceased publishing were the Saturday Evening Post (in 1969), Look (1971), and Life (1972). Life later reappeared as a monthly publication. 

Magazine publishers have increasingly tried to appeal to clearly-defined audiences rather than the public at large. Magazines on virtually any subject imaginable have mushroomed, including Tennis, Antiques, Trailer Life and Model Railroading. Computer technology has helped publishers to target special-interest audiences which are not necessarily small in number. Money magazine only focuses on personal finances, but has attracted a large national audience. Many magazines also have sought to target segments within their audiences. TV Guide, Time and Newsweek, for instance, have for many years offered regional editions. In 1963, Time became the first U.S. magazine to offer a "demographic" edition, distributed only to college students. This was followed by special editions for doctors and educators. 

There are more than 120 magazines published for children, and Highlights for Children, which has been published for 45 years, has a circulation of 3 million. One magazine, Hopscotch, is specifically targeted for children between 11 and 13. 

This specialization caused the number of periodicals published in the United States to jump from 6,960 in 1970 to more than 11,000 in 1994. More than 50 of these magazines had circulations of more than a million in 1994. The top five in 1994 were NRTA/AARP Bulletin (21,875,436), Modern Maturity (21,716,727), Reader's Digest (15,126,664), TV Guide (14,037,062), and National Geographic (9,283,079). Time is the leader among news magazines with a 1994 circulation of more than 4 million. Newsweek and U.S. News & World Report had circulations of 3.1 and 2.2 million respectively. 

In late 1990, Time began personalizing its cover by printing each subscriber's name and address rather than affixing a paste-on subscription label, and the magazine also plans to move toward personalizing the content. In September 1993, Time became the first magazine to offer its readers an on-line version by which readers can call up each edition on their computers before it arrives in the newsstands. Through "Time Online," readers can interact with editors and reporters, exchanging ideas and letters to the editor electronically. The service costs $9.95 a month and is delivered through the "America On Line" data network. In October 1994, Wired magazine, which is tailored for computer buffs, introduced "Hotwired," an on-line service via the Internet, blending short articles with a range of interactive features. In December 1994, Washingtonian magazine launched an on-line site on the Internet. 

While Time and other large publishing concerns have begun only recently to move toward extreme targeting, it has been for several years the lifeblood of minuscule publishing ventures known as "zincs," a cross between a magazine and a newsletter. "Zincs," which claim circulation bases that range from 25 subscribers to 100,000, communicate a very specific message. Afraid, for instance, is a "horror-story" monthly. Advanced photocopiers and desk-top publishing have enabled as few as one or two people to produce remarkably sophisticated publications, pushing the number of "zincs" up to about 10,000 by 1992. 

Like their newspaper counterparts, magazine publishers are taking advantage of new technology to reach international audiences. Time, for example, transmits its entire magazine from New York to Hong Kong and Singapore each week. Time, Newsweek, and several other U.S. magazines print special international editions geared to geographical regions. Cosmopolitan is distributed in 70 countries, and Vogue has had an international following for years. Reader's Digest pioneered in the internationalization of print media, beginning with its first foreign edition in the United Kingdom in 1938 and quickly following with foreign-language editions in South and Central America. In 1990, Reader's Digest published 39 editions in 16 languages, and started a Russian edition in August 1991. In 1990, more than 12 million of its 29 million subscribers lived outside the United States. In the same year, the Ladies Home Journal also came out with a special issue with a 32-page Russian insert that sold 10,000 copies in Moscow.
2. Crime and Law

The USA is notorious by high level of criminals. 12 million cases a year are taken to local and federal courts. The number of lawyers is 1 lawyer for 440 Americans. (In Japan: 1 lawyer for 10 000 people.) That shows the high interest of government to treat cases democratically. There various types of crimes: mugging, thefts, robberies etc. 

Elements of crimes are mentioned in stautes. In common law it is customary to separate crime into actus reus and mens rea. Actus rea is a guilty conduct(преступное деяние, состав преступления). It included all the elements of the definition of the crime except the accused’s mental element. The mental element is the mens rea, the guilty mind (вина, преступное намерение). If the prosecution fails to prove actus reus or mens  rea, the court must decide there was no crime and then the case is over. 

Malice aforethought (преднамеренное преступление) refers to mens rea and it is a way of saying that the murderer intended to commit the crime. 

There are laws regulating every kind of human behaviour. 

NATURE OF PUBLIC WRONGS

Public wrongs, which are wrongs against society, called crimes, violate criminal laws. Those who commit such acts can be punished by the courts upon conviction. Depending on the seriousness of the crime, punishment may consist of a prison or a jail sentence, a fine, or even death. Persons found guilty of criminal acts have permanent criminal records. 

Crimes are classified according to their degree of seriousness. A felony is a crime of a serious nature for which the punishment may be death or imprisonment for more than one year, usually in a state or federal prison. A misdemeanor is a crime less serious than a felony and is punishable by imprisonment for no more than one year, usually in a local institution such as a county jail. 

A few states have another classification of wrongs, less serious than misdemeanors; these wrongs are variously termed violations, infractions, or petty offences. Although the punishment for these wrongs may be confinement in local jail, the acts are not considered to be criminal acts. Violations of town, city, or county ordinances, public disturbances, and minor traffic violations are included in this category of wrongs.

STATE AND FEDERAL CRIMINAL LAWS

The U.S. Congress has passed federal criminal laws (statutes) making certain crimes federal offenses. State legislatures on each of the fifty states have also passed laws (statutes) making certain offenses crimes against the state. Criminal statutes vary from one state to another.

COMMON CRIMES

Many acts are prohibited be federal and state laws.

Assault The crime of assault occurs when one person unlawfully causes physical injury or substantial pain to another. 

Robbery Robbery is the act of unlawfully taking another person’s money or personal property against his or her will, by means of force or by threatened use of force. 

Arson The intentional, illegal burning of any dwelling house, other buildings (e. g. , storage buildings or manufacturing facilities). 

Burglary In most states burglary is the crime of unlawfully entering another person’s dwelling house (home).
Theft describes offenses relating to the unlawful taking of another person’s property without the use of force and with the intent to deprive the person of the property permanently. 

Larceny Intentionally stealing money or the personal property of another person is known as larceny..

Shoplifting is the crime of taking merchandise from a store without paying for it. 

Embezzlement is the unlawful taking of money or other personal property by an employee to whom the money or property has been legally entrusted by employer.

Forgery The altering or making any document with the intent to deceive is called forgery. 

Fraud When one or more individuals obtain money or personal property under false pretenses-  foe example, by misrepresenting or by creating a false impression -  they have committed fraud. 

Blackmail The crime committed by a person who illegally  obtains money or other property by making threats is called blackmail, or extortion. 

Receiving Stolen Property It is generally a felony to take possession of property known to be stolen with the intent of depriving the true owner of the property. 

Driving While Intoxicated, Drug Law Violations, Computer Crimes, RICO: Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act

Infancy Under modern law today, all states provide that a boy or girl who is less than a certain age (sixteen in many states) and who commits an unlawful act will not be charged with the commission of a crime but only with being a juvenile delinquent. 

Insanity Whether an accused was insane at the time he or she committed a criminal act is generally decided by a court, after hearing all the evidence of the case.
Билет 8

1. The American Radio.
Radio appeared as the national media. Then developed into a more special media.

1906 Lee DeForest started the radio, invented the vacuum tube in order to transmit voice, music.

 The Father of Am.Radio - Reginald Fessender (1866-1932). Interested in mathematics. Idolized Thomas Edison. But was unable to get an appointment. He helped to improve a device and was employed. He was interested in generators, power generators. He proposed to use robber insulation for wire.

1906 on Christmas Eve Fessender made the first broadcast, everybody was surprised. He sang the xmas songs himself. He became a professor.

1919 the RCA (Radio corp. Of America). General Electrics and others established it. The first radio commercial stations discovered the potential advertising. 

1922 the first radio advertisement. AT&T. Accepted $100 for broadcasting a 15 minute message. Quality programming wasn't possible without ads.

The establishment of networks

1925 AT&T connected 26 stations from Cansas to NY. 2 largest networks, the NBC (National Broadcasting Corp.), CBS (Columbia Br. Station). More and more stations were affiliated to the national network for a fee. Fruitful arrangement. Proliferation of the radio was amazing. By 1927 700+ radio stations. But they were broadcasted on nearly the same frequency.

1927 The Radio Act. It established the federal radio commission, and a set of regulation. The golden age of radio was the Great Depression. 44 mil. without income.people were grasping for entertainment. 

During the war it was used as a political tool, designed to influence ppl. Franklin Roosevelt was the first to deliver a 13-minute speech in which he lay down a program of actions, their purpose. He found extremely easy to communicate.

Entertainment. Sitcoms, dramas, soap operas (originated on the radio) etc. Morning - for housewives, noon - for kids, evening - for men & their families. Hollywood on The Air - a program in the late 20s, about movies. 1934 the program won the attention. Only on the radio they heard their voices. There was a comedy show - Amos and Andy.

Metropolitan opera then. Lots of gothic thrillers.

1932 husband and wife sitcoms. 

Live bands dominated. Benny Goodman - outstanding clarinetist.

1936 a drummer Ben Pollock invited him to NY. They found Harnold, who gave them tunes. Benny Goodman was the band leader. His orchestra performed on the radio every Saturday. His orchesta was №1.

Radio was in rivalry with newspapers. Radio got more with news business -> they hated each other. 30s several news agencies (including Associated Press) decided not to supply radio with any news.

Dec.1933 Biltmore arrangement was reached among publishers, networks and press associations. They gave only 5 minutes news for radios.

Early 50th rivalry with TV arrived. Did it mean the death of the radio? As TV was more appealing, attractive. Luckily it became clear that the radio had advantages. It demanded less attention, more appealing as a music medium. Then it became portable. Then the radio evolved its own special programs. It no longer focused on soap-operas, now more on music. Became much less focused on news, the radio categorized the audience. Driving hours. 

1940s a new era started. DJ programmed they own show to their taste. Audio companies tested their songs.
2. "My Cousin Vinnie": the American Court Procedure.

All suspects who are interrogated must, according to the Fifth and Sixth Amendments, first be warned that they have the right to remain silent, that anything they say may be used against them in a court of law, and that they have the right to an attorney. These rights, which are read to a suspect, are commonly called the Miranda warnings, based on the famous Miranda v. Arizona case.

In most cases, an arrested person can be released on bail at any stage in a criminal proceeding. Bail is a security given to the court to release a person from jail and to ensure the person’s appearance at a hearing or trial. If the accused shows up in court when required, the bail is returned; if not, the bail is forfeited. 

The procedural things (trials) are combined of several actors. It is based on the common law and the most important things are taken through substantive definition of an offence (сущностное определение преступления). Prosecutor Attorney decides whether or not a prosecution is to be instituted. After the arrest the suspect is brought before magistrate (мировой судья) for the preliminary examination. The grand jury proceeding takes place when an indictment (обвинение) is given from grand jury. The suspect at this stage must be arraigned (предстать перед судом) before the trial court.

At this arraignment he must be represented by the counsel and he must enter the plea (сделать заявление о невиновности). He may plea guilty or not guilty by reason of insanity.

Actors – the trial proceedings.

1. Judge is the chair person of the court. He asks “How do you plea?” and rules the procedure. The statement can be overruled or sustained. The prosecutor and the attorney can be dismissed and fined when they are condemned of contempt to court.

2. The prosecution.

3. The Defense. If actus reus and mens rea have been proved, the defendant may avoid guilt by showing that he has a reason to excuse himself (insanity, self-defense).

4. The witnesses come to testify actual things that they have seen. They swear on the holy Bible to tell them truth and nothing but the truth. 

5.
Jury (6 in civil cases) decides guilty or not guilty.

Билет 9

1. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights.

As in Russia. Liberties granted by the bill of rights (first amendment).

Freedom of expression

Mapplethot was a man who photoed American celebrities, died in 1981. He produced nude photos. Court procedure over his case too place in Cincinnati. It revealed inappropriate things. The freedom of expression limited, but civil order must be protected. The freedom of expression is now connected with the freedom of press, "speech" clause and "press" clause. The freedom of speech in the US after 9.11 is a problem. The freedom allowed is under discussion. There is a tendency toward censorship. Artistic expression. Symbolic expression normally receives less protection than verbal. The discussion of the flag burning.

1990 a case concerning the flag burning statute. US versus Eichman. He was brought to court for burning the flag. Democratic theory allows it, but the poll revealed that most Americans wanted to outlaw the flag burning. The procedural concession stated that the government should do what the people want. The position on conduct vs expression mark underlines modern conflicts. Against fighting words.

The supreme court convicted a man for using inflicting injury. The variant of speech restrictions in court are introduced. They established rules barring racial and ethnic slurs as a harassment.

Feminism and equal righs

Focused on pornography. 

1. Form of discrimination that denies equal opportunity. 

2. Creates sexual discrimination. 

3. A practice of exploitation.

Showing public figures and deformation of character

Degrading their public image. Concerned with the public cases.

Bonny Parker (waitress, red dresses) and Clyde Barrow died in 1934. Depression. Robbing and murdering. Cult figures.

The Simpson case. O.J. Simpson. The "Juice". A black athlete, a symbol and superhero. Criminal and Civil court. Was aquitted. Public disorder is taken into account.

Freedom of religion. 

80% go to church. Parochial schools (церковные). The mormons. A sect.

Reflected in the Bill of Rights. Guaranteed in 2 clauses. The establishing clause - prohibits laws establishing religion, the free execise clause - prohibits the government to promote religious propaganda. But often government supports religion.  1971 Lemon vs Kurzman. A state program that gave grants to teaches hired by parochial schools that gave instructions  on the secular subjects. 1984 proliferation of government sponsored of religion. Another thing - school prayer. The challenge is discussed on the supreme court. Strong community demand. Shamp against school district. Islamic ppl.

The free exercise clause concerns the conflicts on working on the Sabbath, using drugs as a religious ceremony. The law imposes penalties for observing Sabbath. Using drugs as sacrament ethyopian-coptic church.
2. New York: Landmarks and Celebrations.

New York is one of the largest cities in the world. Its population is over 11 million people. New York is an industrial and cultural centre of the country. Most business is centred in Manhattan Island. The whole area is very small, that's why the sky-scrapers were invented in New York and, especially, in Wall Street. Wall Street is a narrow street with big houses, but it is well known all over the world as the busiest street in the USA. People do business there. There are two more world-famous streets — Broadway and Fifth Avenue. Broadway is the centre of the theatres and night life. It is known as “The Great White Way” because of the electric signs which turn night into day. 

It is the city that never goes to sleep. Buses and sub-way run all night. There are many drugstores and restaurants which never close their doors. There are cinemas with films that start at midnight. Fifth Avenue is the great shopping, hotel, and club avenue. 

New York is the largest port in America. More than half the trade of the United States goes through this city. 

There are many places of interest in New York. They are: the Statue of Liberty, the United Nations Building, Empire State Building, Columbia University, City Hall, New York Public Library and others. When you come to New York you see lots of cars, big and small, black and yellow, old and modem; you do not see any trees or flowers in the streets, but only cars. You'll see and hear advertisements everywhere. There is no getting away from them. Advertisements fill the newspapers and cover the walls, they are on menu-cards and match-boxes, they are shouted through loud speakers and shown in the cinemas.
Билет 10

1. American Educational System: Primary and Higher.

Kindergarten is considered to be part of the public education, therefore everyone who owns a house even if his children haven’t yet reached the school age pays a school tax. Before school children may go to pre-school or nursery school day care. 

Public school system in the US is one of the most democratic school systems.  But! You can send your child only to the school in your neighborhood. There are 3 types of schools in the USA:

1) public -  бесплатная средняя школа
2) parochial (catholic) – приходская школа
3) private – частная школа
Public Schools in the US are free unlike in Britain where this term is used to mean  private boarding schools. Such schools are under question in country areas where people lead a secluded way of life and thus don’t know much about the world. It also poses great problems for the inner cities as the crime rate is very high there + conflicts between minorities and it’s very difficult for teachers to keep discipline. The whole school learning process is divided into 3 stages which comprise secondary education:

· Elementary School – from grade 1 to 5

· Middle School – from 6 to 8

· High School (средняя школа)  - from 9 to 12 and after that naturally goes Higher Education. 

Parochial Schools. You have to pay if you want your child to go to a parochial school, but normally they are not very expensive. Such schools are meant for minority groups as 99% Hispanics and Italians, 80% of Irish and 99% of Poles are Catholics. It’s better to send your child to such school because in public schools there is no discipline and the teachers are bad. In parochial schools the system of division is more archaic:

· Elementary school – from grade 1 to 6

· There is no Middle School. Right after the Elementary School children go to Junior High School  (неполная средняя школа)– from 7 to 9

· High School – from 10 to 12

On Commencement Day (выпускной день) Americans usually invite their relatives who send or take with themselves envelopes with a 10-$ bill for the school-leaver to pay the fee for his ability assessment test  to the College. Those who do not complete the requirements of the school and fail to continue their secondary education are called drop-outs. By the way it’s not common to distinguish “gifted” children, they can be called so only unofficially. 

Every school has optional ( chosen on advice, like housekeeping, driving..) and core subjects (like reading, writing, arithmetic’s, math’s, English, calculus). By 1986 a huge educational reform was held: people going to school at 18 were called “functionally illiterate”, because all states had their own curriculum, there was no federal program for education. After 1986 they started discussing 1 common type of curriculum.  

Higher Education:

You can get a BA (Bachelor of Arts) or  a BS (Bachelor of science) degree which normally requires 4 years of studying, but a course of engineering takes more – 5 years. Note that BA is purely academic learning and it’s not necessarily that after it one will become a linguist or a writer. One can become a historian or else go to work in some other field and continue his education furthermore. There is a distinct division between arts and science: arts – humanities; science – precise learning (physical/natural sciences). Thus a linguist is not a scientist, but a scholar. As for Law and Medical Schools they produce quite a separate type of higher education. It’s different from other schools in a way that  after completing your 4-year course and getting the degree of either BA or BS you have the opportunity to go to Law, Dental or Medical School for another 4 years of studying + 2 years as an intern (студент-медик, живущий при больнице и работающий  под наблюдением др. более опытных специалистов или любой др. такой студент). The most peculiar feature about Medical School is that dentists and physicians don’t go to the same school, these are quite different separate schools. 

Unlike in Russia there is no “compulsory” curriculum stated by university authorities in the US, instead you have an individual schedule with the list of major and elective subjects. 

System of Higher Education (HE). There are 4 types of educational institutions of HE:

1) university that contain several colleges – BA that specialize in degree giving

2) 4-year college

3) technical training institutions have courses from 6 months to 4 years

4)  2-year Community College after which one can go on to HE (4-year University)

After the 4-year course at the university one may continue his education and take postgraduate course (аспирантура) lasting 3 years. Note that to become a teacher one should get Teaching certificate for elementary, secondary or higher education. 

Grading is done by credits which are scored + writing all sorts of projects + written examination.

1 year – freshman 2 year – sophomore 3 year – junior 4 year - senior

2. Puritan Heritage.

The heritage can be explained through regionalism and visa versa. 

New Englanders as people are known as barrier of puritan heritage. They implemented it to their life. They are reserved and dedicated to hard work. It was WASPs who brought the puritan ideal. “Cleanliness is pleasant to God” and “Richness is pleasant to God”.

Dramatic Effect on America: The idea of Puritanism is not a simple one, there were different styles of it, and it changed often during the 100 years of its existence in England. Witness Roger Williams was expelled from the Massachusetts Bay Colony because he thought the government still had too much control. He went on to found Providence, Rhode Island, a haven for religious freedom. In a way, it is ironic that the basic tenets of Puritanism seem to have eventually lost out to the Church of England, in England, but its impact on America has been more than substantial. The concepts of freedom of religion and expression and congregationalism and salvation and the related Calvinism movement were what took hold in this country. The Church of England never took a strong foothold here. In that sense, Puritan heritage is around Americans every day. Many of their thoughts and beliefs are an indirect result of the Puritan beliefs of their ancestors and are as much a part of their every-day lives as the blood they carry in their veins from them.
Билет 11

1. Business Tycoons of the 19-th Century: Methods of Doing Business.

Mid 19s century, Due to the extensive growth of railroad nets northern part became industrial and investment country. A hoarse competition between main figures could be seen at this time. Some – an honest way of doing business while others – bribing, corruption, deceit.

J.D. Maryon (?) – a well known national banker. He invested in steel and railroads. John Rockefeller, Henry Ford – these entrepreneurs measure the influence of individual activities on the economy. Without them the economy wouldn’t be able to survive. Every year there are even more of them (Edison, Bill Gates).

Driven by the ambition to create tech, to satisfy human needs they influence the economy greatly. The market employs these techs to please the customer.

Three words that can describe such people

Workaholics 

Thrift 

Hard work (четыре()

Henry Ford

born July 30, 1863, Wayne county, Mich., U.S. 
died April 7, 1947, Dearborn, Mich.

A natural mechanic, still deeply a blue collar remained true to his roots. He cared for the poor. In private life he demonstrates honesty, religiosity, Puritanism. 

In business – created a special organization technology to produce the cars not only affordable by the middle class but also – easy to maintain and service.

To produce cheap cars he generated the assembly line which rests on 4 principles:

· division of labor

· the reduction of wasted effort

· interchangeable standardized parts

· continuous flow

(Дальше по Британнике.)

American industrialist who revolutionized factory production with his assembly-line methods. The son of Irish immigrants, Ford dropped out of school and was employed at the age of 15 as a machinist's apprentice in Detroit. He intermittently returned to his father's farm, where he set up a small machine shop and sawmill. He then worked as chief engineer of the Edison Company in Detroit until 1899, when he and others formed the Detroit Automobile Company. He soon left this company to build racing cars. In 1903 he and his partners formed the Ford Motor Company (q.v.). The Model T appeared in 1908, and in 1913 Ford introduced the successful assembly-line method of production. In that year mass production enabled him to sell the Model T for as little as $500, thus putting automobile ownership within the economic reach of a large segment of the middle class for the first time.
In 1914 the Ford Motor Company announced that it would henceforth pay eligible workers a minimum wage of $5 a day (compared to an average of $2.34 for the industry) and would reduce the work day from nine hours to eight, thereby converting the factory to a three-shift day. Overnight Ford became a worldwide celebrity. People either praised him as a great humanitarian or excoriated him as a mad socialist. Ford said humanitarianism had nothing to do with it. Previously profit had been based on paying wages as low as workers would take and pricing cars as high as the traffic would bear. Ford, on the other hand, stressed low pricing (the Model T cost $950 in 1908 and $290 in 1927) in order to capture the widest possible market and then met the price by volume and efficiency. Ford's success in making the automobile a basic necessity turned out to be but a prelude to a more widespread revolution. The development of mass-production techniques, which enabled the company eventually to turn out a Model T every 24 seconds; the frequent reductions in the price of the car made possible by economies of scale; and the payment of a living wage that raised workers above subsistence and made them potential customers for, among other things, automobiles—these innovations changed the very structure of society

Ford's business philosophy was to reduce the unit cost of each car built and thereby increase the volume of sales. After ceasing production of the Model T in 1927, he produced the entirely new Model A (an earlier one had been introduced in 1902). In 1932 he introduced the V-8 engine. He opposed unionization, but in 1941 he signed the first union shop and dues checkoff contract in the automotive industry with the United Auto Workers.

John Rockefeller

born July 8, 1839, Richford, N.Y., U.S. died May 23, 1937, Ormond Beach, Fla. 

A very ambitious person.

U.S. industrialist and philanthropist, founder of the Standard Oil Company, which dominated the oil industry and was the first great U.S. business trust.

Rockefeller moved with his family to Cleveland in 1853, and six years later he established his first enterprise—a commission business dealing in hay, grain, meats, and other goods. Sensing the commercial potential of the expanding oil production in western Pennsylvania in the early 1860s, he built his first oil refinery, near Cleveland, in 1863. Within two years it was the largest refinery in the area, and thereafter Rockefeller devoted himself exclusively to the oil business.

In 1870 Rockefeller and a few associates incorporated the Standard Oil Company (Ohio). 

Because of Rockefeller's emphasis upon economical operations, Standard prospered and began to buy out its competitors until, by 1872, it controlled nearly all the refineries in Cleveland. That fact enabled the company to negotiate with railroads for favoured rates on its shipments of oil. It acquired pipelines and terminal facilities, purchased competing refineries in other cities, and vigorously sought to expand its markets in the United States and abroad. By 1882 it had a near monopoly of the oil business in the United States. In 1881 Rockefeller and his associates placed the stock of Standard of Ohio and its affiliates in other states under the control of a board of nine trustees, with Rockefeller at the head. They thus established the first major U.S. “trust” and set a pattern of organization for other monopolies.

The aggressive competitive practices of Standard Oil, which many regarded as ruthless, and the growing public hostility toward monopolies, of which Standard was the best known, caused some industrialized states to enact anti-monopoly laws and led to the passage by the U.S. Congress of the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890). In 1892 the Ohio Supreme Court held that the Standard Oil Trust was a monopoly in violation of an Ohio law prohibiting monopolies. Rockefeller evaded the decision by dissolving the trust and transferring its properties to companies in other states, with interlocking directorates so that the same nine men controlled the operations of the affiliated companies. In 1899 these companies were brought back together in a holding company, Standard Oil Company (New Jersey), which existed until 1911, when the U.S. Supreme Court declared it in violation of the Sherman Antitrust Act, and therefore illegal.

A devout Baptist, Rockefeller turned his attention increasingly during the 1890s to charities and benevolence; after 1897 he devoted himself completely to philanthropy. He made possible the founding of the University of Chicago in 1892, and by the time of his death had given it more than $80 million. In association with his son, John D. Rockefeller, Jr., he created major philanthropic institutions, including the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research (renamed Rockefeller University) in New York City (1901); the General Education Board (1902); and the Rockefeller Foundation (1913). Rockefeller's benefactions during his lifetime totaled more than $500 million, while his and his son's totaled more than $2.5 billion by 1955.

2. The Bill of Rights.

The Bill of Rights is an expansion of the Constitution, made up of 10 short paragraphs, which establish the basic rights of American, they can enjoy during their lives.

1st amendment -  proclaims freedom of speech, religion, the press, people to set together and present their grievances to the government. These powers are granted by the Constitution.(if they are infringed, you can appeal to the Supreme court)

Am. Government claims that it should establish neutral links with believers and non-believers.

2nd amendment – protects people’s rights to bear arms . The level of personal violence is extremely high. In the 90s – annually 2 mln. crimes and 24 thousand murders. In 70% of cases weapons were used. According to the statistics provided by FBI 250 mln.  fireguns are used and 5mln.  new guns are purchased every year.

Republicans and democrats split up on this issue of gun control:

Rep: have traditionally supported the 2nd amendment believing that it’s not necessary to make new laws about gun control.

Dem: new laws should be introduced to license the possession of guns by new owners. Tougher laws should be made to make the purchase of guns more difficult for children and criminals.

Actually, every state has its own gun concerned control.

3rd  amendment – provides a ban to quarter soldiers in your homes in time of war.

4th  amendment -  any person is protected against being arrested or being searched without arrest warrant.

 
5th amendment – any person has the right to be judged in court by a grand jury, especially selected group of people to decide if there is enough evidence to hold a trial. In criminal  cases all verdicts and death sentences should be unanimous. If there is at least one hold-out a mistrial will be hold.

No defendant can be  on the trial twice for the same offence and no person should be deprived of liberty, property right without due process of law.

No person has the right to testify against himself.  He can remain silent during arrest or interrogation.

6th amendment – guarantees a speedy a public trial, so person doesn’t spend lots of time in prison. Impartial jury is guaranteed. Defendant must be informed of the charges against him, allowed to meet his witnesses and cross-examine them.  ( подвергать перекрестному допросу)so unknown witnesses can’t be invited.

7th amendment – provides a jury trial in civil cases where the contested amount exceeds 20$

8th amendment – all punishments should be fair.

9th amendment – some people treated a list of rights in the Bill of Rights to mean that other rights were denied for them.

10th amendment – idea of federalism is formed, adopted to reassure people that the National federal Government would not swallow up states. It guarantees States certain rights, assuring them that the federal Government was not going to overrule them. 
Билет 12.

1. Geographical Regionalism.

On every coin issued by the government of the USA there are 3 Latin words: A pluribus unium – one out of many. It’s an Am. motto, indicating that there is one country made of many parts. And it’s not accidentally that many people attach 2 metaphors to the USA: America is called either the Melting Pot or the pizza. 

The framework of the geographical regions starts with a huge lowland in the middle of the country which is called “Middle America”. This area is made up of huge plains drained by the Mississippi and its tributaries. It shows how the country is divided into such parts as the Canadian Shield - the north, the gulf of Mexico - the south, the Appalachian Mountains- the east, the Rockies and the Cordilleras – west.

Topographical Zones:

1) the coastal plains – from Maryland to …(?). Off-shore waters are shallow, therefore the harbors were pretty dangerous for the sailors and there weren’t many towns there.  The Atlantic part of the country is called the Tide Water Country. 

2) the Appalachian Mountains – the oldest mountain chain in the US characterized by rich vegetation and damp climate. The district between the Alabama and Northern Vermont is called the Ridge-and-Valley Terrain (the word terrain has Latin origin and this fact proves that more Latin words are used in the Am. English). The westernmost belt of the Appalachians is called the Appalachian Plateau which is the transition zone between the mountains and the plain.

3) the interior lowlands and their upland fringes

4)  the Western Cordillera and its intermountain basin represents the ensemble of mountains and plateaus. They are formed by 2 mountain systems – the Rockies and the Sierra Cascade Mountains. They represent the most spectacular country in the US. 

The western ranges are bigger and they go along the Pacific with coast ranges in California.  The Rockies + the Sierra Cascade + the Sierra Nevada – Basin and Range Region.

Climate Zones:
1) the humid east (densely populated)

2) humid-arid transition – these are territories which experience both rain and draughts.

3) semi-arid west famous for its developed cattle breeding

4) mountain climate

5) desert climate

6) the humid Pacific coast. Tornado are frequent here.

The Flora and Fauna

Compared to Europe the USA is a dangerous place to live in due to diverse climate and exotic dangerous animals: snakes, Grisly bears, hazardous insects called crippy-crawlers (about cockroaches), raccoons (енот), groundhogs (ам. сурок), marmots (тоже сурок), prairie dogs (суслики), and even alligators in southern states. There is also a number of poisonous plants there like poison ivy, poison oak, poison sumach.

2. The American System of Government.

The American system of government

The Constitution provides for three main branches of government which are separate and distinct from one another. The powers given to each are carefully balanced by the powers of the other two. Each branch serves as a check on the others. This is to keep any branch from gaining too much power or from misusing its powers. Congress has the power to make laws, but the President may veto any act of Congress. Congress, in its turn, can override a veto by a two-thirds vote in each house. Congress can also refuse to provide funds requested by the President. The President can appoint important officials of his administration, but they must be approved by the Senate. The President also has the power to name all federal judges; they, too, must be approved by the Senate. The courts have the power to determine the constitutionality of all acts of Congress and of presidential actions, and to strike down those they find unconstitutional. The system of checks and balances makes compromise and consensus necessary. Compromise is also a vital aspect of other levels of government in the United States. This system protects against extremes. 

The Legislative Branch of Power

Congress, the legislative branch of the federal government, is made up of the Senate and the House of Representatives. There are 100 Senators, two from each state. One third of the Senators are elected every two years for six-year terms of office. The Senators represent all of the people in a state and their interests.

The House has 435 members. They are elected every two years for two-year terms. They   represent   the   population    of "congressional districts" into which each state is divided. The number of Representatives from each state is based upon its population. For instance, California, the state with the largest population, has 45 Representatives, while Delaware has one. There is no limit to the number of terms a Senator or a Representative may serve. 

The Executive Branch of Power

The President of the United States is elected every four years to a four years term of office, with no more than two full terms allowed. As is true with Senators and Representatives, the President is elected directly by the voters (through state electors). President can be from one party and the majority of those in the House of Representatives or Senate (or both) from another. This is not uncommon. Thus, although one of the parties may win a majority in the midterm elections (those held every two years), the President remains President, even though his party may not have a majority in either house. Such a result could easily hurt his ability to get legislation through Congress, which must pass all laws, but this is not necessarily so. In any case, the President's policies must be approved by the House of Representatives and the Senate before they can become law. In domestic as well as in foreign policy, the President can seldom count upon the automatic support of Congress, even when his own party has a majority in both the Senate and the House. Therefore, he must be able to convince Congressmen, the Representatives and Senators, of his point of view. 

He must bargain and compromise. This is a major difference between the American system and those in which the nation's leader represents the majority party or parties, that is parliamentary systems. Within the Executive Branch, there are a number of executive departments. Currently these are the departments of State, Treasury, Defence, Justice, Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, Labour, Health and Human Resources, Housing and Urban Development, Transportation, Energy, and Education. Each department is established by law, and, as their names indicate, each is responsible for a specific area. The head of each department is appointed by the President. These appointments, however, must be approved by the Senate. None of these Secretaries, as the department heads are usually called, can also be serving in Congress or in another part of the government Each is directly responsible to the President and only serves as long as the President wants him or her to. They can best be seen, therefore, as Presidential assistants and advisers. When they meet together, they are termed "the President's Cabinet." Some Presidents have relied quite a bit on their Cabinets for advice, and some very little.

The  Judiciary Branch of Power

The third branch of government is the federal judiciary. Its main instrument is the Supreme Court, which watches over the other two branches. It determines whether or not their laws and acts are in accordance with the Constitution.  Congress has the power to fix the number of judges sitting on the Court, but it cannot change the powers given to the Supreme Court by the Constitution itself. The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and eight associate justices. They are nominated by the President but must be approved by the Senate. Once approved, they hold office as Supreme Court Justices for life. A decision of the  Supreme Court cannot be appealed to any other court. Neither the President nor Congress can change their decisions. In addition to the Supreme Court, Congress has established 11 federal courts of appeal and, below them, 91 federal district courts.

  The Supreme Court has direct jurisdiction in only two kinds of cases: those involving foreign diplomats and those in which a state is a party. All other cases which reach the Court are appeals from lower courts. The Supreme Court chooses which of these it will hear. Most of the cases involve the interpretation of the Constitution. The Supreme Court also has the "power of judicial review," that is, it has the right to declare laws and actions of the federal, state, and local governments unconstitutional. While not stated in the Constitution, this power was established over time.
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1. The Articles of the American Constitution.

The American Constitution consists of 7 articles and 27 amendments.

Article 1 is the longest. It establishes the top legislative branch, introduces the composition of the Congress. The Congress consists of 2 chambers. The first Congress had 15 representatives.

 The house of representatives is a continuing body: every 2 years the whole body of the House is reelected. The meeting should be presided by the speaker. The rules of the procedure are to be followed by the House. The House puts strict time limits on the length of the debates.

 The Senate is not a continuing body. In every election 1/3 are reelected, the other 2/3 being holdovers. The meeting is presided by the president who does not participate in the voting. He only votes when a tie vote.  The house has a more flexible set of rules. (It has only 100 members) In the absence of the vice-president, his duties are carried out by protemperor. None of the presidents has been impeached, but that is the case with the judges. A constitutions gives certain requirements for Representatives and a Senator.  

The House of Representatives: a person who reached age 25 and has been a resident of a state for 7 years.  The Senate: 30 years old and has lived for 7 years in the area. 

 It is the House of Representatives that have the co-power to hear revenue and tax bills. The first article of the Constitution establishes the main powers:

Congress: to regulate trade, coin money, collect taxes, raise army, establish national post office.

The Constitution divides powers between the National and State government.

 
Article 2. The executive Power is personified by the president. The  article stipulates the requirements for a person to become a president: he should be a citizen of a particular  state for 14 years. He should be about 35 years of age. Powers of president: he shall be the Commander in Chief of the Army; he has to take care that laws should be faithfully observed. His main duty is to enforce laws. The president’s authority is limited in foreign affairs: does have the right to negotiate treaties and to receive heads of governments but he can’t ratify the treaties. The Congress is given the advisory role by the president and it is the Senate which has the exclusive right to ratify the treaties. Another duty of the president is to make important nominations: ambassadors, the Supreme Court federal judges. All this nominations must be approved by the Senate. In the case of impeachment, the president’s position shall be occupied by the vice-president. The president stands for reelection every four years. When he embarks upon his duty,  he pronounces  a speech, takes an oath to preserve and protect and defend the Constitution. The president has the power to pardon or reprieve for offences against the USA, except in cases of impeachment.  The president has the right to initiate legislature. 

 Every year the president gives a speech ‘State of the Union Message’. He outlines the the programme that he tends to implement during the forthcoming year.

Article 3 is about top judicial body. The Founding Fathers had a vague of the future national judicial system. The only thing they did was to establish The Supreme Court as the court of final appeal. There are nine justices. Their primary (of the FF) concern was to guarantee the independence of the judicial and legislative body.  The justices were to hold their offices ‘during good behaviour’, which meant that they were empowered for life. The justices are guaranteed independence of the Congress. They have a fixed salary and in order to be approved by the Congress, they have to testify.  

 
There are 2 types of jurisdiction.

 Original: in cases concerning the representatives of foreign court, where one of the Parties is a State. The cases go straight to the Supreme Court.

 Appellate:  the cases first go to the lower courts and if the litigants  want the case to be reviewed it goes to the Supreme Court.

 Supreme Court has the right to handle cases that arise under the constitution, which means that the Supreme Court acquires a very important power. It has the right to declare laws passed by the Congress and president unconstitutional. It has the right of judicial review.

Article 4 describes the relations of the states to each other.

1) Each state is to respect common laws, criminal warrants issued in the other states. The states should honour one another laws.

E. g. If a person has committed a crime in one state ant has escaped to another state to avoid prosecution, the governor of the state in whose state the crime has been committed is authorized by the article that he should be handed in his state the extradition

2) New states can’t be formed by dividing or joining existent states without the consent of the state legislatures and the Congress. 

Article 5: The Constitution can be changed with the help of amendments. The amendments may be proposed by a 2/3 vote of each House of the Congress or by a national convention called by Congress at the request by 2/3 of the state. Amendments may be ratified by the legislatures of ¾ of the state or by the conventions of the state.

Article 6 concerns the Supremacy clause. It says that the Constitution and the laws of the USA shall be the supreme Law of the Land for everyone.

Article 7 establishes the ratification of the constitution by at least 9 states.

2. Western Heritage.

The west is the most mysterious part of the USA. Western heritage is based on such personal types of culture as self-reliance, gun-fighting, shooting, fist fighting. They know how to survive in a hostile environment of the woods. Two types of people live there: the first type of man is known for his disrespect for women. He is a can-do-man who tends to rely on himself and to be inventive to survive in any part of the world. During Mexico War a new type of western character developed –the macho man. He is loved by women and takes riches by fighting. Western culture is based on frontier heritage.

T
he West has always been America's frontier. From the time that her first immigrants stepped onto the eastern shore, their eyes have looked westward toward the horizon of their dreams. Out there, somewhere was a new beginning for those that were ready to shuck life's misfortunes or find fortune's larder or just thrill to the adventure of taming the wilderness. 

     Following the Civil War, many men and women looked toward the West for their inspiration. They saw a new life beyond the Mississippi River, away from the destruction rendered by four years of war. Visionaries were setting themselves to the task of tying the East to the Far West with telegraph lines and railroads. These actions brought enmity between the Plains Indians and white America.

     Nobody has won the West. It is more than a stretch of land joining the Mississippi, River to the Pacific Ocean. Any inhabitant in the West has been or is a privileged person, no matter the color of skin, or language, or creed. Since the dawn of our age, the great American West has been the home of many tribes. There were ancient people who left archeological relics such as the Medicine Wheel atop Medicine Mountain in northern Wyoming. Tribes of American Indians who worshiped their mother, the earth-the four winds-the Great Spirit who created everything, followed them. Then the white, black, brown and yellow people came, all of them seeking after their individual dreams. 

     As we ride into the sunset, we rein our horses around and gaze across the land that we affectionately call the West. On the silver screen of history, we see great open plains, snow capped mountain peaks, exploring mountain men, trains of canvas covered wagons, railroad tracks stretching from horizon to horizon, vast herds of cattle, and boom towns that have disappeared. We listen to the haunting chants and pulsating drumbeats of our native Indians as they struggled for survival. The sounds of steel rimmed wagon wheels grinding across the prairies, the lowing of cattle, the yelping of cowboys riding herd, and a myriad of sounds made 

by a growing nation.
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1. Policymaking: Global Policy.

Americans view their foreign policy as global and estimate it into 2 paradigms:

1) The Munich Paradigm['mju:nık]  after the treaty of 1938 abandoning Czechoslovakia between western countries and Hitler. During much of the Cold War this paradigm formed the basis of Am. policy. After WW II Americans thought that they didn’t need another “Munich” and replaced German expansion to the east-west split as the division between 2 worlds. By late 60ies (War in Vietnam) this Munich paradigm was under question.

2) Vietnam Paradigm. It was suggested that PM was through the escalating of Am. presence there. Adherence to the Vietnam Paradigm challenged.

Détente policy – relaxation of tensions between the east and west. As the Cold War ended no single policy concepts were created until 11 September 2001 after the Gulf War (1991) which reinforced the appeal of the Munich Paradigm and undermined the Vietnam Paradigm, but the war against Hussein of 2003started working out new paradigm based on Yugoslavian and Albanian challenges. The Carter Doctrine was an attempt to use the outside force on the vital interests of the US in the Mideast and the Reagan Doctrine was no that damaging as Bush’s. 

Nowadays a considerable change in foreign PM can be seen.

Bush and the New World Order. Conflicting Policy Paradigm.

Bush Senior emphasized multilateral actions and the use of international organizations in the  Persian Gulf Crisis. They looked for coalition of nations, including Arab states to oppose Saddahm + they won the UN’s Security Council approval to use multilateral actions against Hussein. But after the Gulf War a new threat was created in the image of terrorism.

The Cabinet of Bush Junior uses the administrative machinery to implement the leading role of the US in foreign PM. In 1947 the Congress overhauled the system passing the national security act, establishing 3 new organizations:

1) Department of Defense

2)  National Security Council (NSC)

3) Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)

These organizations  joined other departments and exist within the executive branch. They share PM powers and exist in the Department of State (государственный департамент, мин-во ин.дел). Department of State is mostly concerned with the conduct of foreign affairs. Head-Secretary of State, the highest official in the Cabinet, is the most important foreign policy advisor (Collin Powel 1937). The Department organizes the work of Embassies and foreign services abroad. The only drawback is that they concentrate too much on PM outside the country   and therefore lack strength to influence and put pressure on the constituencies to support its policy. 

Department of Defense was created to provide modern bureaucratic structure with help. It consists of civilian Secretaries of the Army, Navy, Airforce, who are advisors to military commanders. These military leaders make up the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS –объединенный комитет начальников штабов). The advisors of JCS have broad responsibilities.

During the Gulf War the Secretary of Defense was Richard Jamey.

CIA and Intelligence Community (IC) was formed in 1947 after WW II. Its charges are coordinating the information and gathering data of various governmental departments. It’s collecting and analyzing, evaluating its own intelligence documents relating to the national security. Basic dilemma for CIA and IC is concerned with covert activity. 1975- Hugh Ryan amendment, concerning the disclosure of covert activities of the CIA and 1989, though CIA objected, the Congress authorized the establishment of the independent inspector-general at the agency who would make reports to members of the Congress. 

NSC is a permanent body of advisors that was designed to help the President  coordinate the details domestic, foreign and military security. President of the NSC is a very influential figure now in the wake of the War in Iraq. 

2. The System of American Courts.

Legal system in the USA consists of two kinds of courts: Federal and State. 

State courts overwhelm majority of states, here are 4 levels: 

 1) Lower court (L.C.) can be found in almost every village, these are basement courts. They are specialized: Police courts (deals with minor offences), Traffic courts, Civil courts (small claims) and Family ones. People go to particularly one they need. 

There is no jury, only a judge. If you want to appeal – go to a higher court. 

2) Trial courts (T.C.) take into consideration more serious cases (rapes, murders…). Plus appeals from L.C. There is a jury. 

3) Deals with cases from T.C., but do not go over the whole case and don’t try to second-guess the jury. Looks only at certain features, errors. 

4) Supreme Court (1 for state). Small states have only 3 levels. S.C. acts as an appeal c., final appeal for state. 

Federal system, 3 levels:

1) Almost in every state, in large states even 2 (California). Cases: violation of federal law or the constitution (civil cases mostly, such as parents cases or theft from a post office). Federal judges are appointed for life. 

2) Cases from inferior courts. Review cases and make a decision. 

3) Only 9 judges. Cases from inferior courts (very selective) + 3 types of cases (when one of the litigants is the USA, when fed. law is violated, when constitution is violated). Original jurisdiction: cases of ministers, ambassadors, consuls and State. 

Judicial body is established and regulated by 3 article of constitution.  
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1. US Domestic Policy.

US domestic policymaking (PM) is connected with the influential group making, mostly with the individual protection.

1) Protection through education. It started in 1980ies, especially with the AIDS’s Campaign. Some public health officials contributed to the effective ways of lessening the spread of AIDS and the slogan “Safe Sex” encouraged safe sexual activity among young people. There is sex counseling at high schools in the US. Testing and protection is declared to be the governmental policy of the US. Everyone has the right for taking free tests.

2)  The 2nd trend of the domestic PM is the Policy of Prohibits, concerned with the illegal drugs. 1990 – Gallop Poll reported that ¾ of the young adults opposed the legalization of marihuana [,mærı'hwa:nε]. At present strong debate is held on whether the government should prohibit all drugs for sale and possession and whether it should introduce severe punishment. Drug policy in the 20th century shifted to the comprehensive educational programs. The drug control costs government a huge amount of money: only 9 bill. $ was spent on law enforcement of drug control.   

3) Welfare. The most controversial purpose of the government is to promote social and economic equality among its citizens. The choice between freedom and inequality constitutes the conflict in the society: on the one hand, the society is welfare, while on the other, the US, unlike other countries – Great Britain or Sweden, for example- doesn’t have universal state programs. The welfare programs are mostly connected with the medical security. The welfare of the US after Clinton is the affair of Medicare (страхование здоровья престарелых – правительственная программа в США) decline, as the Clinton’s idea of reduction bureaucratic medical security policies failed because social insurance companies didn’t want to lose their money. Social insurance is the governmentally backed guarantee against losses of the individual. Social insurance benefits (пособия/выплаты по социальному страхованию) are distributed to the recipients without regard   to their economic status. Social security (социальное обеспечение) provides economic assistance, too. Social security workers are well provided for. 

Public Assistance (социальная помощь). There are assistance programs for individuals in the US who can apply for help, showing that they really need aid. Such programs are mostly concerned with poverty levels in the US. In 1990 the threshold of the poverty level registered in the US was equal to 13.400 $/year. Cash assistance is provided for families with dependent children. 

2. The Famous Film Directors and Actors of the 30ies

Great Hollywood stars. Greta Garbo was one of Hollywood stars, who had a worldwide fame. Her real surname was Gustaffson and she was born in 1905. She was Swede. Garbo graduated from the dramatic school in Stockholm and began to play her roles in the cinema in 1922. She won the world recognition in Hollywood in the roles of fatal woman. There was a legend connected with her name in Hollywood. Garbo's refusal from advertisement promoted this legend. Her first film in Hollywood appeared in 1927 and made Garbo famous. Greta Garbo created bright, psychologically intensive roles in Hollywood. Her best roles were in the films "Queen Christian" in 1934, "Anna Karenina" in 1935, "A Lady with Camellia" in 1937. In 1954 Greta Garbo received "Oscar". In all her films Garbo played the role of mysterious attractive woman whose love was fatal for the man, whom she loved, and for herself. She died in 1990, but finished to act in films in 1941 after her failure in the film "Double-faced Woman". In spite of the fact that she has not acted in films since 1941 the cinema lovers remember this beautiful and talented actriss. The great success of Greta Garbo is connected with her talant and skill, with her charm and spirituality.

Little studios producing 1-hour shallow films which were shown as the second part of the double bill. They were excellent training grounds for actors.

John Wayne (1907-1971). An Actor. The "Duke". They were used as extras. Producer John Ford gave him bid parts. He was quite content. 70 low-budget pictures. 250 films in the whole. He set the records. A contract with The Warner Bros. A crucial year. Film "Stage Coach" ("Дилижанс") - started big-budget American westerns. A gambler, a prostite, a person who escaped prison. A ride across Indian territory. Extreme stress. Human drama. 

1948 - "Red River" by Howard Hawkes. Wayne - achetype of America; tough, honest, belives in justice. He always played the same role. He had to get back to it. 

1969 Oscar award for the film "True Grid". 

Frank  Capra, director, 1897-1991. Entertaining Comedies. Melodramas, adventures etc. "Lady for a day", 1933. 1934 "It happened one night", awarded with Oscar prize. He would do his best to write a feature article.

Gangster films - reporting criminal activities. "Little Ceasar" starring Edward Robinson. Rico Bandello. Traces criminal carear of a man. Wanted to be a gang chief. Goes to a big cities. Top of the criminal world. Wins the respect of the oth erges a tragic figure. His activities are totally out of steps with the time, he makes a tragic mistake. Gunfire was outdated.

John Ford  (1895-1973). great variety of genres. 30s he groped for new genres and technique. He perfected his style. He managed to evolve a distinctive style. 1940 "The Grapes of Wrath" about Depression Era. A personal epic for him. They were shaken by the depression. Late 40s formed a  partnership. His cavalry trilogy.
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1. Nominations, Campaigns and Elections.

Anyone who is an American citizen, at least 18 years of age, and is registered to   vote may vote. Each state has the right to determine registration procedures. 

The national presidential elections really consist of two separate campaigns: one is for the nomination of candidates at national party conventions. The other is to win the actual election. The nominating race is a competition between members of the same party. They run in a succession of state primaries and caucuses (which take place between March and June). They hope to gain a majority of delegate votes for their national party conventions (in July or August). The party convention then votes to select the party's official candidate for the presidency. Then follow several months of presidential campaigns by the candidates.

Hopefuls seeking nomination by the Republican and Democratic parties, the two major political parties in the United Stales, often launch their drives as much as two years before voting day arrives They start their efforts by creating organizations throughout the country in as many slates as they can. These organizations, staffed by a few paid professionals but mostly by volunteers, go to work with vim to publicize their candidate's name and views and to raise as much money as possible Campaigns are expensive. Television and radio time must be purchased at ever-rising rates, literature printed and mailed, premises rented travel costs paid, and banners, buttons, bunting, and other items ordered.

In 1906, Wisconsin became the first stale to enact legislation requiring that delegates to the national conventions be chosen by popular vote in a special kind of election called a "primary". Other states quickly passed similar laws. Some states hold "party caucuses" instead of primaries. These are neighborhood meetings all across the state at which enrolled party members vote their preferences.
Candidates spend significant sums and exert considerable effort to win as many delegates into their camps as possible. They crisscross the nation, stand at factory gates at dawn in all kinds of weather greeting workers. 

As these pre-election elections and caucuses go on, candidates and their supporters closely watch two key dates, each of which can foretell what lies ahead. One is the Iowa caucus early in February, significant because it is the country's first test of a candidate's strength in any state. The second major signpost is the first state primary eight days later, always in New Hampshire, a north-eastern state of some 1.1 million that borders Canada.

The hard months of primary and caucus campaigning culminate in the political conventions. In 2000, the Republicans held theirs from July, 29 to August, 2 in Philadelphia; the Democrats met in Los Angeles from August 14 to 17.

Conventions always open with a keynote address, generally delivered by the party's most crowd-rousing orator. Nomination of the presidential and vice presidential candidates always comes on the third day of the convention. At the conclusion of the balloting, when the nominee has been named, thousands of balloons cascade from the ceiling and bedlam reigns. Only incessant gavel-pounding by the chairperson quiets the delegates enough to hear true acceptance speech. With the nominee, his or her running mate, and their spouses waving and smiling from the rostrum, the convention finally comes to a close.

Independent and third-party candidates may also make a run for the White House. Such candidates must have strong local organiza​tions of volunteers who gather the necessary number of petition signatures for the candidate to gain access to the ballot in each state. The required number of signatures varies from state to state, from 100,000 signatures in a large state like California to 1,000 in smaller states like Vermont.

After the close of the Republican and Democratic national conventions, the campaign for election begins in earnest. Once again the candidates travel throughout the nation, explaining their stands on key issues. They are careful to concentrate on states that their strategists believe might go either way, spending less precious time and money in those they believe they cannot win and the ones they definitely expect to carry.
With the closing of the polls, the election process is ended — but only temporarily. There is yet another official step. U.S. presidents are not elected directly by popular vote but by an indirect method centering on the Electoral College. This is not an institution of higher learning but a group of men and women who actually cast the determining ballots.

Each state names a number of electors equal to its total number of senators and representa​tives in Congress. The candidate receiving the greatest number of votes in a state wins all of its electors; the loser gets none. The candidate receiving the greatest number of electoral votes wins the presidency.

On the Monday following the second Wednesday in December, a date set by law, the electors meet in their state capitals to vote. Ballots are sealed and sent to the president of the United States Senate (who is also the vice president of the United States) and the head of the General Services Administration. On January 6 of the following year, the ballots are opened before a joint session of Congress, and the new president and vice president are announced.

 The Electoral College, however, makes the results official. 
2. The Federal Reserve System, the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Stock Exchange.

The American Economy system.

If we try to describe how economy in USA functions the most appropriate term underlying it will be the Free enterprise system (Система свободного предпринимательства). At the core of any enterp. sys. is competition among everything. Battle for consumer purchases assures that firms that satisfy consumer demands will be successful.

There three types of values in the market

Bonds, shares, commodities. (Облигации, акции, товары)

The stock exchange.

There are quite a few active S.Ex.s in the USA today. Some of them are the most noteworthy. (The NYSE [New York stock exchange]). First American stock Exchange was found in 1792 and situated on Wall Street. In that very year 27 brothers (чьих?) got together to decide that they would be exclusively responsible how shares were to be bought and sold.

The typical S.Ex. consists of

1) 17 trading posts (место в торговом зале биржи, где торгуют ценными бумагами со сходным характером)

2) Trading floor (операционный зал биржи)

Trading post – 20 groups or sections of traders who sell similar stock

Broker – person who works for this or that brokerage house (логично) for fee. He is paid a fee off every time he sells or buys. 

Some years ago at one time one could only buy a share through a broker after that the broker was to send your order by wire to the NYSE. 

Now it is not necessary to contact the broker. You’d better do it through the Internet, for you’ll pay less. After you buy or sell you can negotiate your deal through a broker.

3 types of brokers:

1) Commission brokers rushing from their booth to find out the prices

2) Specialist dealing with trade in a particular type of a share. They give bids, they inform other brokers on the bids.(продажа).

3) Independent brokers

4) Clerks who process the orders and transmit them over the super DOT (Designate order turnaround) (компьютер то бишь)

Every brokerage house buys a seat on the NYSE which is very expensive up to million $, plus a rigorous test. (отбор по-нашему)

On the buying day up to 2 billion shares may be bought for thousands of companies.

Over-the-counter stocks (markets) (Внебиржевой рынок ценных бумаг)

They has no building

If we want to buy or sell our goods through OCS (usually dealing with small companies and normally trades in a great number of hi-tech industry stock)

We choose shares, and connect to the seller (buyer) by computer.

There are a variety of indexes that measure the activity of stock markets.

(почему-то у меня в конспекте написано по-русски: индекс внебиржевого рынка ежегодно публикуется национальной ассоциацией дилеров по ценным бумагам и основан на ее котировках.)

Now, stocks are supervised by the

National Association of Security (NASDAQ)

They are to expel companies or dealers involved in dishonest business practices.

Mutual funds (Паевой инвестиционный фонд открытого типа!)

Combines the funds of shareholders in very small amounts but they invest large blocks of money in different portfolios or stocks in order to reduce financial risks.

There are a lot of professionals who advise officials on their policy. It is possible to hire many experts. They operate on a large scale,

Buying shares on margin (маржа)

They can pay 50% down (первоначальные взносы) get a loan on the balance which is paid by brokerage house.

The Federal Reserve Board (Совет управления федеральной резервной системы)

 It regulates the minimum margin (The amount that must be paid in cash as a percentage of a purchase).

Ex.

If you have bought a share on 50 % margin that has appreciated (поднялся), you may pocket the profit but is it decreased in share the broker might issue a margin call which will require you to pay an additional amount into your account.

Speculators prefer buying a large quantity on shares on margin in order to expend their operation. Buying many shares will give them a lot of cash with which they can buy more and more shares.

Speculators they never worry about the current worth of a share they always think about the future. Experienced speculators will try to sell before the price goes up and will try to buy before it goes down. Usual shareholders are not inclined to risk; they prefer to buy small parts of shares.

One type of speculators is Short sellers
Person who makes a profit by selling barrowed bonds or shares. ShS sells the shares immediately after borrowing them. Then buys them again and again sells. They always relay on the share prices to go down. 

Commodity markets (товарные биржи)

They sell a variety of goods: metal, lumber, crops, etc. There are two types of commodity traders: Speculators and Hedgers.

Hedgers

Trading commodity is very unreliable the price may fluctuate because of natural disasters. 

I (то бишь отвлеченное «Я») must protect my company against financial risks through entering into futures contract (фьючерский контракт). Where I specify the volume of commodity which is to be delivered on a fixed date at a fixed price.

How does the commodity trading system operate?

 Suppose a person bought a contract on 30000 kill. of cacao. He pays money and gets the bloody cacao. But you don’t need that. You can continue to play, you may sell the contract for a certain sum to another company and make a profit. It’s called

The paper transaction

Commodity futures contracts can be traded on margin as well.

Security exchange commission. (Комиссия по ценным бумагам и биржевой деятельности)

(1934)

 Before its foundation the security was controlled by individual states so the government decided to organize and to set up a special regulatory body to oversee the stock.

It consists of  5 commissioners.

They are appointed by the President. And no political pressure can be exerted on them since this commission implements its own set of measures aimed to control and monitor the market.

Ex.

1) as a company owner I must file a detailed financial registration statement and the commission is to decide whether your statement is clear and complete.

2)  All brokerage houses, brokers, S.Exs., must register with SEC

3) It enforces laws against unfair and illegal practices on the S.Exs.

4) SEC requires companies to disclose information about the number of shares owned by its top officials. In this way individual shareholders will get an idea of whether the company manager has any faith in the future of its stock.

The SEC officials became “insiders” who posses secret information about the future life of the companies’ stock. And if any of information leaks through to the public it may result in a scandal. Due to information leak the value may increase which may result in huge losses or gains.

Also SEC requires special report from companies to disclose the information concerning the companies’ financial assistance to some political leaders in order to win their confidence.

The Federal Reserve System (федеральная резервная система)

1913

It consists of 12 regional Federal Reserve banks and 25 Federal Reserve banks branches. National commercial banks must be regulated by law, while state banks regulation is optional. FRS may use any reserve bank in its region. FRS is administered by the Federal Reserve Board of Governors (совет управления) consisting of 7 persons, appointed by the president for 14 overlapping years. In spite of the fact that FRS is controlled by both the Congress and the president it is independent from any political pressure.

FRS has its own funds. It’s able to raise its own funds, it raises its own expenses and feeds for its services.

Created first to strengthen the USA banking system (during “gr. depression” «Великий депресняк» paralysis of number of banks) it is charged with broad powers.

During WWII years FRS (or the Fed) helped the treasurer to borrow money at low interest rates. During the Korean war when commercial banks started to sell securities the Fed invested heavily to keep security prices from falling.

At 1951 the Fed the fed helped to stabilize the domestic economy keeping interest low during the recession and allowing them to rise during the econ. Expansion.

In 1979 FRS adopted a policy aimed at controlling the money supply rather than interest rates(?).

Policy was successful since it really managed to regulate the money supply.

FRS has a number of tools to regulate the money supply (денежную массу) and the credit.

1) The discount rate (учетная ставка) or the interest rate. FRS lends money to banks and businesses and in doing so they decide upon the percentage rate or interest rate of which businesses may borrow money. By increasing or lowering the discount rate the Fed may promote or discourage borrowing.

2) The reserve requirements (резервные требования). The FRS tells the banks how much money they may posses by keeping it on its own deposits or depositing their funds in the FR banks. These funds are not available for making loans.

3) Governmental securities. (Государственные ценные бумаги) When FR banks buy governmental securities from banks it pays for them with a check (deposit) which is drawn on itself (?) When this check is deposited in a bank it will create new reserves.

Thus the Fed expends or decreases the amount of money.

· When there is much money in the country the credit it loose (следите за лексикой) The interest rate is low.

·  When there is limited supply of money the credit is tigh i.e. the higher is the interest rate since the inadequate availability of money will make companies complete for funds.

Yet the mechanism is not enough to influence the state economy. Along with the additional factors the extremes of bust and boom will complicate the ability of the Fed to use the monetary policy to achieve its aim.
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